Statue Visitation for the Consecrated Life
Parishioners are invited to receive the statue of Our
Lady for one week and place her with flowers and
candles in a prominent position in the home. Each day
you are committed to praying the rosary to which
parishioners can be invited to join in if you so wish. If
you would like to participate in this, please see one of
the clergy or contact the parish office.

ROTASO FAR..........

Sunday 8th December 2019 Ann Glennon

Sunday 15th December 2019 Vincent Sampays
Sunday 22nd December 2019 Linda Gordon

Sunday 29th December 2019 Susan Salam

Sunday 6th January 2020 Vera Whyte

If your date is not convenient for you, please either
swap with someone else or let the parish office know.
COULD YOU WELCOME THE STATUE OF OUR LADY INTO YOUR

HOME? - YES? - PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE!

Fellow Catholic Parishioners please come and join us
The Catenians - a Catholic men’s association
‘Strengthening family life through friendship and faith’

The Redditch Circle meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month
at the Abbey Hotel and welcomes new members. For further
information please contact Andrew Farrell on 07767831548 or
Brian Green on 01527 543111

Mount Carmel Seniors Group
Thursdays at 2.30pm St Benedict’s, Batchley
No more meetings until the New Year

Important—~Parish Office Hours

The office will be open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
as normal, but closed on Wednesdays, except for sick calls
and funerals

St Mary’s Alvechurch Ecumenical Faith Group
On the third Wednesday of every month at 10.30 am —all
welcome

THE SHRINES OF OUR LADY & THE SACRED
HEART

To have the lamp burn for your
intentions or loved ones, please
contact the parish office, suggested
donation £5.

LIFE Care Service
Free National Helpline 0808 802 5433

Baptism

To arrange for the baptism of your child/
children you will need to contact the parish
office on 01527 63096 or visit the parish

website to find out when the next available  + wupcym i rame.
Baptism Meeting is for you to attend. At this ey
meeting you will be given the Baptism Form

to take away with you for completion. Once completed please
bring it with you to the parish office on a weekday morning
between 10.15am—>5pm (except Wednesdays) when one of
the priests will be able to see you and book the date for
baptism. Baptisms normally take place on a Sunday at 1pm
in Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church. There is an administra-
tive fee of £30 for Baptism which should be paid at the time of
arranging the date.

If you wish to contact the || “My house shall be
parish St Vincent de Paul || called a house of
group, please telephone prayer”

07531 818731 Please be sensitive to those
(the SVP phone) and leave || who want to pray in
a message with your silepce before Mass.
. Before Mass Talk to God
contact details so we can During Mass Listen to God
return your call. After Mass Talk to each other

Archdiocese of Birmingham

Vacancy for a STRENGTHENING CLUSTER
COMMUNITIES OFFICER FOR WOLVERHAMPTON
Part time (30 hrs per week) Fixed Term (12 mths with possible
extension dependant on securing further funding)
£18,500-£21,200 pa. pro rata. This is a new role within the
Archdiocese of Birmingham to support our newly formed
cluster of parishes in the Wolverhampton area. Experience of
working with a diverse range of audiences and stakeholders
would be an advantage. For an informal discussion about this
role, please contact Jane Bamber, Senior Development Office
on 0121 230 6265. For Job Description & details email Human
Resources Gerry.dryden@rc-birmingham.org. Closing date
Friday 24th January 2020, Interview date : Tuesday 4th
February 2020

Vacancy at St Augustine’s

Pastoral Administrative Assistant required asap, contract
term: Permanent, Term time plus inset days. Closing date for
applications Monday 13th January 2020 at 9.30am. This is
an exciting opportunity to join the staff family at STA's. The
role of Pastoral Administrator Assistant will be based at the
heart of the school, supporting students and the pastoral team.
Applicants are welcome to visit the school, please contact Mr
Peter Foley on foleyp@saintsa.co.uk or call 01527 550400 to
arrange a visit or for further information. Further details of the
school and vacancy can be found by visiting their website:
www.st-augustines.worcs.sch.uk

Completed applications should be emailed to
HR@saintsa.co.uk or posted to the school FAO HR

Our Common 7-/mm~—6'avirg the Planct Earth

Ethical wrapping of Christmas Presents. Tons of paper are
used each year for this and much is thrown away. The de-
struction of trees and the polluting nature of many printing
processes are causes of concem. This week’s challenge is to
wrap presents ethically. Be creative and minimalist, use brown
paper or buy recycled wrapping paper. Stockists can be found
on line. Please do not use foil paper as it cannot be recycled.
Visit https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk for recyclable paper or
visit https://metro.co.uk/2018/11/27/the-eco-friendly-guide-to-
christmas-gift-wrap-8169273

vy, OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL, REDDITCH
Beoley Road West, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 8LT (01527) 63096

Email: office@mtcarmel.co.uk  Website: www.ourladyofmountcarmel.co.uk

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish Clergy: Fr Anthony Rohan, Fr Jason Mahoney

Permanent Deacons: Revs Des Chilton & Peter Griffiths

NEWSLETTER 1895 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 22ND DECEMBER 2019 YEAR A
Parish Mass Book Page 33 Isaiah 7:10-14 Psalm 23 Romans 1:1-7 Gospel Matthew 1:18-24

Fourth St un/a] of Aldvent

[n this Sunday the Gospel according to St
Matthew recounts the birth of Jesus from St
Joseph's viewpoint. He was betrothed to Mary
who, 'before they came together ... was found
to be with child of the Holy spirit'... St Joseph is presented as 'a
just man', faithful to God's law and ready to do his will . Having
given up the idea of divorcing Mary secretly, Joseph took her to
himself because he then saw God's work in her with his own eyes.
Although he had felt distressed. Joseph 'did as the Angel of the

Lord commanded him', certain that he was doing the right thing...
the new man is outlined in him, who looks with trust and courage to
the future. He does not follow his own plans but entrusts himself
without reserve to the infinite mercy of the One wha will fulfil the
prophesies and open the time of salvation., Pope Benedict XV

Christmas Stars * * I *i‘z

We will again be decorating the Christmas Tree in church
with stars in memory of loved ones, special intentions or
Christmas wishes to members of the parish. There is no
set cost but a donation would be appreciated and this can
be put in the wall slot near to the Christmas Tree. STARS
will be available when Christmas Tree is in church near to
Our Lady’s Shrine.

‘Tﬁan&you 5.

To all who supported the ‘Back to the Sixties’ and after-
noon tea held at St Benedict's recently, £225.00 was
raised for LIFE.

A BIG THANK YOU from the Parish SVP for the fantastic
donations totally nearly a £1000 towards the Christmas
Party for the homeless of Birmingham and the truly amaz-
ing support given throughout 2019. Without our parishion-
ers, Parish Clergy and Parish Schools, we would not be
able to help those most in need,. Our best wishes for a
happy Christmas and a healthy new year! God Bless and
thank you!

The Parish SVP were delighted to have the help of over
20 parishioners at last Saturday’s Christmas Party for the
homeless of Birmingham. A big thank you for helping
make it a great day for all of our guests. Special thanks
too to the students and staff at St Augustine’s for their very
generous donation of £1000 towards our projects!

Masses over Christmas
Mount Carmel
Christmas Fve

5pm Vigil Mass of Christmas
9pm Readings & Carols, 9.30pm Christmas Mass
Christmas ﬂay

8.15am, 9.45am (Polish), 11.15am No Evening Mass
St Sfepﬁen'.\' Dy (. 26th)

9.30am Mass for all Altar Servers

Mass Centres

St Richard & Hubert, Hadzor

Christmas Eve 7.30pm Readings & Carols, 8pm Mass
St 'Ma{y'.v?lﬁ/ecﬁurcﬁ

Christmas Day 9.45am
St John ﬁ‘:ﬁer & Thomas More, Feckenham
Christmas Day 10.15am

ALTAR SERVERS
If you wish to serve at the 9.30pm Mass on Christmas
Eve, please be in the Sacristy at 8.15pm prompt.

C/eam’ry the Church for Christmas
Volunteers from 11am Tuesday (Christmas Eve)

Flowers for Christmas

If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of
the Christmas flowers, please use the wall slots at the
back of church. Thank you.

DPlease note:

There is only one collection at all Christmas Masses
which is your traditional Christmas Offerings to the
Clergy.

ﬂirf%y Coard for Jesus
The Children’s Liturgy Group would like all the children
during Advent to make a birthday card for baby Jesus and

to put the card out from Christmas Eve near the crib in the
church. Thank you.
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Mass Times & Intentions

Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A
Week beginning Sunday 22nd December 2019

Saturday

Mount Carmel 5.00 pm

Hadzor 5.00 pm

Sunday

Mount Carme 8.15am
9.45 am
11.15am
6.00 pm

Alvechurch 9.45 am
4.00 pm

Feckenham 10.15am

Monday

Mount Carmel 9.10 am
9.30 am

Tuesday

Mount Carmel 9.10 am
9.30 am

Christmas Eve 5.00 pm
9.00 pm

Hadzor 7.30 pm

Wednesday Christmas Day

Elizabeth Morrissey
(b’day a)
Rosemary Nickel

Eileen & James Herlihy
Mass in Polish

Tess & Packie Ellicott
(Wedd A)

Harry & Violet Nolan &
family

Gertrude & Joseph Lynch
Advent Carol Service
James & Mgt McTernan

Morning Prayer
Jane McKenna

Morning Prayer

A CIntentions

Vigil Mass of Christmas
Ints of Hardcastle Family
& Peter Baker (a)
Service of Readings &
Carols followed by
Christmas Mass
People of the Parish
Service of Readings &
Carols followed by
Christmas Mass

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord

Mount Carmel 8.15am
9.45 am

11.15am

Alvechurch 9.45 am
Feckenham 10.15am

Alan Gourley

Mass in Polish

Deacon Doug Taylor
NO EVENING MASS
George, Valerie, Paddy
& Peter Higgins

Pat, Mary & Adrian
Kennedy

Thursday Feast of Saint Stephen

Mount Carmel 9.30am

Friday Feast of Saint John

9.10 am
9.30 am

Mount Carmel

Mass for ALL Altar Servers
Elizabeth, Michael, John &
Seamus Sammin

Morning Prayer
Kathleen, Jack & Pattie
Coombes

Saturday Feast of the Holy Innocents

9.10 am
9.30 am

Mount Carmel

Morning Prayer
Victims of Abortion

(The following fulfils Sunday Obligation)

Mount Carmel 5.00 pm Michael, Kathleen &
Christopher Harkin
Hadzor 5.00 pm People of the Parish

Feast of the Holy Family Year A
Week beginning Sunday 29th December 2019

Mount Carmel 8.15am Charlotte Taylor & Ints
of the Taylor Family
9.45 am Mass in Polish
11.15am  Tom & Peggy McGillan (a)
(Wedd A)
6.00 pm  Joe Gavin (a)
Alvechurch 9.45 am Rita Holland
Feckenham 10.15am Liam Boyd

Confessions at Mount Carmel
During Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed
by Benediction 10am-10.50am
Tuesday Evening 6.30pm—7pm
On the Ist Saturday of the month the Rosary will be said
after Divine Mercy Devotion

Parish Diary ....

Sunday

Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A

7.30pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre
Counters Team G

Monday

10am Legion of Mary in the parish centre

7pm Choir Practice in church

7.30pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre
Tuesday—Christmas Eve
Masses as listed

7pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre
Wednesday—Christmas Day
Masses as listed NB No 6pm Evening Mass

Saturday

Tea & Coffee after 5pm Mass in the Parish Centre

Tea & Coffee after 5pm Hadzor Mass in Newman Room
7pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre

Flowers Jen Turner, Joan McHugh, Sheila Russell
Sunday

Feast of the Holy Family Year A

7.30pm AA meeting in Parish Centre

Counters Team A

Parish First Holy
Communion Class

The First Holy Communion Class
for children in non-Catholic
schools will begin on Wednesday
22nd January 2020 at 6pm in
Mount Carmel Church. If you
would like your child to attend,
please contact the parish office on
01527 63096

SAINTS & FEASTS FOR THE WEEK ...

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Advent
Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers
Christmas Season

Wednesday Solemnity of the Nativity of the
Lord

Thursday Feast of Saint Stephen,
the first Martyr

He was the first Christian Martyr. Stoned outside Jerusalem, he
died praying for his executioners. He was one of the seven
deacons who helped the apostles: he was filled with faith and
the Holy Spirit, and was ‘full of fortitude’. The Church draws a
comparison between the disciple and the Master, emphasing the
imitation of Christ up to the complete gift of self. His name is in
the Roman Canon.

Friday Feast of Saint John, Apostle

Born in Bethsaida, he was called from mending the nets to follow
Jesus. He became the Beloved Disciple of Jesus. He wrote the
Fourth gospel, three Epistles and the Apocalypse. His passages
on the pre-existence of the Word, who by his Incarnation became
the light of the world and the life of our souls, are among the
finest of the New Testament. He is the evangelist of the divinity
of Christ and of fraternal love. With James, his brother, and
Simon Peter, he was one of the witnesses of the Transfiguration.
At the Last Supper, he leans on the Master’s breast. At the foot of
the Cross, Jesus entrusts his mother to his care. John'’s pure life
kept him very close to Jesus and Mary. In later years, under
Emperor Domitian, John was exiled to the island of Patmos.
Saturday Feast of the Holy Innocents

The Church celebrates the memory of the small children of the
neighbourhood of Bethlehem. They were put to death by Herod,
who was seeking to kill Jesus. These innocent victims bear
witness to Christ to a world which would not receive him.

Vacancy at the Archdiocese of Birmingham
SAFEGUARDING ADVISOR

Full time (35 hrs per week) Permanent
£30,750-£35,875 pa

The Birmingham Diocesan Trust (BDT) is looking to appoint an
experienced and qualified social worker to its Safeguarding
Team. As a Safeguarding Advisor you will, along with the Head
of Safeguarding and other colleagues, but responsible for
providing effective safeguarding advise and training across the
Archdiocese.

This is a demanding and challenging role, therefore they are
looking for someone with :-

Experience of working within a safeguarding setting.

A strong advocate for children at risk of harm and vulnerable
adults and a determination to promote as paramount the
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults.

Significant post qualification experience of adult or child
safeguarding.

Knowledge of both child and adult safeguarding legislation and
guidance.

For an informal discussion about this role, please call Alan
Hassall, Head of Safeguarding 0121 230 6275 or Gerry Dryden,
Human Resources & Communications Director 0121 230 6224.
Please email gerry.dryden@rc-birmingham.org for a copy of the
job description and details on how to apply.

Closing date for receipt of application

12 noon Monday 6 January 2020

Interview Week commencing Monday 27 January 2020

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady

This week the lamp burns for the deceased members of
the MCKENNA, MCILROY & BROWN FAMILIES ... Next
week for the deceased members of the SREBNIAK &
DuRrAj FAMILIES

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart

This week the lamp burns in loving memory of LIAM
BoYD ... Next week for the deceased members

of the QUIRK, BUTLER & DYHOUSE FAMILIES

For the dead ...

Your prayers are asked for JAMES MILNE Graveside

Burial 12 noon Tuesday 7th January at the Abbey

Cemetery, FR JOHN DEWIS, FR JOHN ELLIS, Priests of the diocese
May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed, rest in
peace.

Please pray for the sick...

Deacon Des Chilton, Carmel Fiolka, Pauline Clarke, Jane-
Christina Thomson, Bob & Caroline Holland, Mick Halloran,
Chris Figgett, Thomas Henry Burnside, Bridget Heatley, Brian &
Devan Dixon, Pat Conner, Margaret Daly, Maureen Reavey,
Gregory Daniel, Maura Lee, Margaret Clarke, Anthony Obinna,
Mary Hickey, Grazyna, Kazik & Krzys Juszkiewicz, Delia & Gerry
Bree, Gino Belmonte, John Henry Birtle, Martin Twomey,
Margaret Maddison, Fiona Short, Jane Elliott, James Daniel
Durrant, Gillian Reeves, Christopher Carr, Christine Watson,
Mark Yates, Josie Clarke, Francis & Judith 0’Hare, Eugene Kirk,
Julia Hopkins, Phil English, Gerry Crilly, Rae James, Mary Eve,
Sylvia Burge, Maureen Fowler, Emrys Hughes, Candice Butcher,
Charlie Gallagher, Charlie McColgan, Judy Mitten, John Coleman,
Kerry Haycock, Emma Martin, Hinda McLarney, Anne Morton,
Charles Withers, Richard Frost, Jason Tudor, Daniel O'Brien

Congratulations .....

We welcome into God’s family ELLIOT GEORGE SLATER
baptised last weekend at Mount Carmel

WEEKLY STATISTICS

Weekend of 14/15 December 2019

1st Collection £779.66

2nd Collection £513.66

Mass attendance 641 (does not include Polish count)
These figures do not include Standing Orders

Mount Carmel 500 Club

Subscriptions are now due—if you are not a member of
this parish fundraising scheme and would like to be,
please contact the Parish Office for a membership form.
Cost for one number is £12 per annum.

St Augustine’s Performing Arts Musical

this year is ‘Grease’ and takes place at the Artrix Theatre,
Bromsgrove on 28th & 29th January 2020. Tickets are
ONLY available through the Artrix Box Office in person or
their online booking service can be found by visiting :
https://www.artrix.co.uk/whats-on/all-shows/grease-sapa-
youth-theatre (SAPA stands for Saint Augustine’s
Performing Arts)

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives
are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon
Email: safequardingDLMC@gmail.com
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