
 
 

 

Vacancies at Cathedral House, Birmingham 

Applications are invited for a front desk clerk/
receptionist and an Administration Support Office 
(Safeguarding). Both roles are permanent/full time and 
based at Cathedral House. For full details please visit: 
Https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQ 
 

 

St Mary’s Alvechurch Ecumenical Faith Group 
On the third Wednesday of every month at 10.30 am – all 
welcome 

LIFE Care Service  
Free National Helpline 0808 802 5433  

“My house shall be 
called a house of 
prayer” 
Please be sensitive to those 
who want to pray in  
silence before Mass. 
Before Mass Talk to God  
During Mass Listen to God 
After Mass Talk to each other 

Statue Visitation for the Consecrated Life 

 Parishioners are invited to receive the statue of Our  
 Lady for one week and place her with flowers and  
 candles in a prominent position in the home. Each day   
 you are committed to praying the rosary to which   
 parishioners can be invited to join in if you so wish.  If   
 you would like to participate in this, please see one of   
 the clergy or contact the parish office. 

 ROTA SO FAR ......... 
  Sunday 24th November 2019 Susan Salam 
  Sunday 1st December 2019 Vera Whyte 
  Sunday 8th December 2019 Ann Glennon 
  Sunday 15th December 2019 Vincent Sampays 
  Sunday 22nd December 2019 Linda Gordon 
 If your date is not convenient for you, please either    
 swap with someone else or let the parish office know. 
Could you welcome the statue of Our Lady into your 

home? - Yes?  - please contact the parish office!  

 

If you wish to contact the 
parish St Vincent de Paul 
group, please telephone 

07531 818731  
(the SVP phone) and leave  

a message with your  
contact details so we can 

return your call. 

THE SHRINES OF OUR LADY & THE SACRED 
HEART 
To have the lamp burn for your  
intentions or loved ones, please  
contact the parish office, suggested 
donation £5. 

Fellow Catholic Parishioners please come and join us 

The Catenians - a Catholic men’s association 

‘Strengthening family life through friendship and faith’ 
The Redditch Circle meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month  
at the Abbey Hotel and welcomes new members.  For further 
information please contact Andrew Farrell  on 07767831548 or 
Brian Green on 01527 543111  

Mount Carmel Seniors Group 

Thursdays at 2.30pm St Benedict’s, Batchley 

No more meetings until the New Year 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Important—Parish Office Hours 

The office will be open Monday,Tuesday,Thursday and Friday 
as normal, but closed on Wednesdays, except for sick calls 
and funerals 
 
 

CLIC SARGENT CHARITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Friday 13 December 2pm & 7pm Birmingham Town 

Hall in aid of children & families living with Cancer 
featuring the Midland’s Hospital Choir. Bring your own 
drinks. For further information & tickets please contact 
Birmingham Town Hall on 0121 780 4949 or email 
boxoffice@thsh.co.uk 

School Job Vacancies 

St Thomas More First School 
Two vacancies for Lunchtime Supervisors to start November 
2019, 7.08 hrs per week, Monday to Friday, term time only. 
For an application pack please contact the school on 01527 
525821 or email office@st-thomasmore.worcs.sch.uk 
Mount Carmel First School 
Vacancy for a Lunchtime Supervisor Monday-Friday 12noon to 
1.05pm term time only, Sc1. For details or application pack 
please email HR@mountcarmel.worcs.sch.uk or contact Rita 
Kennedy on 01527 546398. 
 

 

TREE OF HOPE  

The tree of hope is near the  
statue of St Therese  for anyone who 
wishes to hang a leaf for their own  
particular petition or sorrow. Feel  
free to take a leaf and write a name  
or message on it to hang on the tree  
and spend sometime in prayer 

Baptism 
To arrange for the baptism of your child/
children you will need to contact the parish 
office on 01527 63096 or visit the parish 
website to find out when the next available 
Baptism Meeting is for you to attend.  At this 
meeting you will be given the Baptism Form 
to take away with you for completion. Once completed please 
bring it with you to the parish office on a weekday morning 
between 10.15am—5pm (except Wednesdays) when one of 
the priests will be able to see you and book the date for 
baptism.  Baptisms normally take place on a Sunday at 1pm 
in Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church. There is an administra-
tive fee of £30 for Baptism which should be paid at the time of 
arranging the date. 

Second Sunday of Advent 
The Gospel of this Second Sunday of Advent 

presents to us the figure of St John the 

Baptist, who, a famous prophecy of Isaiah says, withdrew to the 
desert of Judaea and, with his preaching, called the people to 

convert so as to be ready for the coming of the Messiah, now at 

hand. The Precursor of Jesus, situated between the Old Covenant 

and the New, is like a star that heralds the rising of the Sun, of 

Christ. In the Season of Advent we too are called to listen to God’s 
voice, that cries out in the desert of the world through the Sacred 

Scriptures, especially when they are preached with the power of 

the Holy Spirit. Indeed, faith grows all the stronger the more it 

allows itself to be illumined by the divine word.                         

         Pope Benedict XVI                                                        
 

Walk with Me Booklets & Advent Calendars  
Walk with Me booklets and children’s calendars are availa-
ble in the porches and at the Mass centres. Please help 
yourself and make a donation of £1 per family if you wish. 
 

Religious Christmas Cards & 2020 Diaries 
We have a selection of Christmas Cards for sale in the 
parish office, boxed 18 cards £3.50 or Pack of 10, £1.50. 
Parish 2020 diaries £1 each available from the back of  
church & side porch—please put money in wall slots 
marked diaries—all monies to the parish. 
 

Mount Carmel Children’s Liturgy Group 
The Children’s Liturgy Group need more people to consid-
er joining as a helper, as a helper you will join an existing 
group with experienced people, and no responsibility in 
leading the group. As you know the Children’s Liturgy at 
the 11.15am Sunday Mass is a very important part of the 
Mass for the children. If you want to talk more about be-
coming a help, please contact JJ via email : 
jjclaire178~btinternet.com or talk to any of the present 
Children’s Liturgy people on a Sunday.  
 

Birthday Card for Jesus 
The Children’s Liturgy Group would like all the children 
during Advent to make a birthday card for baby Jesus and 
to put the card out from Christmas Eve near the crib in the 
church. Thank you. 

Redditch Carmelite Spirituality Group 
You are invited to join them for their Christmas meeting on 
Saturday 14th December from 11.15am—2.30pm in the 
parish centre. In addition to the usual Lectio Divina, there 
will be Christmas Carols and the chaplet of the Infant of 
Prague followed by a shared lunch. You are welcome to 
attend for all or part of the meeting 
 

A big Thank you 
to all who helped at the Christmas Meal for the Parish 
Seniors’ Group last Thursday—a lovely time was had by 
all. 

General Election 
We have received a Message from the Catholic Bishops of 
England & Wales with regard to the forthcoming General 
Election. Copies of this can be obtained from the back of 
church. 
 

Parish Toilets 
The parish toilets now have a self-closing door. However, 
could you please ensure that when you leave you switch 
off the lights. Thankyou 
 

Hairdressers wanted ... 
for the SVP Christmas Party on Saturday 14th December 
for the homeless. If you could spare an hour or two on that 
day it would be very much appreciated. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL, REDDITCH 

Beoley Road West, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 8LT (01527) 63096 

Email: office@mtcarmel.co.uk     Website: www.ourladyofmountcarmel.co.uk  

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216  

Parish Clergy: Fr Anthony Rohan, Fr Jason Mahoney 

Permanent Deacons: Revs Des Chilton & Peter Griffiths 

NEWSLETTER 1893 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 8TH DECEMBER 2019 YEAR A  

   Parish Mass Book Page 28 Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 71 Romans 15:4-9 Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

SVP CHRISTMAS PARTY 

THE PARISH SVP would like to invite all 

parishioners to help with the cost of the 

annual Christmas party for Birmingham’s 

homeless.  250 or more guests will be 

treated to a full Christmas lunch with Carol Service and a 

Christmas present for each and everyone on Saturday 14th 
December. Your help would be very welcome! 

Parish First Holy Communion Class 
The First Holy Communion Class for children in non-
Catholic schools will begin on Wednesday 22nd  
January 2020 at 6pm in Mount Carmel Church. If you 
would like your child to attend, please contact the 
parish office on 01527 63096 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj43t7_jJHiAhUPHxoKHS_4BuUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fvocations-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0G3uyoZMkgJphi2SRQ7Mxj&ust=1557581922944716
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.notredamesisters.org%2Fweekly-reflections%2Fprevious%2F5&psig=AOvVaw1SZ8ga5jyFioYhR51Buueu&ust=1575649344708973
https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/cartoon-roasted-turkey.html
https://stambroseschool.org/welcome-to-st-ambrose/advent-wreath-week2/


Mass Times & Intentions 

Second Sunday of Advent Year A  

Week beginning Sunday 8th December 2019 

Saturday 
Mount Carmel 5.00 pm Joan Casey (a) 
Hadzor 5.00 pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 
Mount Carme           8.15 am Tim Herlihy (b’day a)  
    9.45 am Mass in Polish  
                                  11.15 am Hughie McManus (a) 
    6.00 pm Nicholas Cummins 
Alvechurch    9.45 am Philomena Hartnett 
Feckenham             10.15 am Olive, Phil & Pat Thompson 

Monday—Immaculate Conception 
Mount Carmel  9.10 am NO MORNING PRAYER 
 9.30 am STB KS2 in church 
   Gratitude for St Padre Pio 
                                 11.00 am STB KS3 in church 
   Tom Duffy 
St Thos More Sch 9.00 am School Mass 

Tuesday 
Mount Carmel   9.10 am Morning Prayer 
 9.30 am Ints of Ephrayim Kott 
 6.00 pm Rory O’Grady 

Wednesday 
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer 
 9.30 am Galton Trust 

Thursday  
Mount Carmel  9.10 am Morning Prayer 
 9.30 am Mary McGibbon 
   6.30 pm       Exposition 
 7.00 pm Dec’d McAnenny Family 
St Augustine’s Sch 10.15 am Yr 10 Class Mass 

Friday 
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer 
                             9.30 am Thanksgiving for children   
   (Monica) 
                                  10.00 am Stations of the Cross  
 6.00 pm MCS Carol Service in  
   church 

Saturday 
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer    
 9.30 am Ints of Andy Joyce   
(The following fulfils Sunday Obligation) 
Mount Carmel 5.00 pm Rite of Catechumenate 
   Dec’d Conlon Family 
Hadzor 5.00 pm People of the Parish 
 

Third Sunday in Advent Year A 

Week beginning Sunday 15th December 2019 

Mount Carmel 8.15 am Jack Hobson 
 9.45 am Mass in Polish  
                                  11.15 am Kitty Fanning (b’day a) 
 6.00 pm Christine McNamara 
Alvechurch 9.45 am Mike Dean 
Feckenham             10.15 am Joe Fahey 

Parish Diary …. 

Sunday 
Second Sunday of Advent Year A 
7.30pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre 

Counters Team E 
Monday 
10am Legion of Mary in the parish centre 
7pm Choir Practice in church 
7.30pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre 

Tuesday 
Deanery Day 
7pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre 

Wednesday 
SVP Meeting in the Parish Centre 

Thursday 
7.30pm Journey in Faith ‘Natural Law & The Ten 
Commandments’ 

Friday 
10am Stations of the Cross  
6pm MCS Carol Service in Mount Carmel Church 

Saturday 
11.15am Redditch Carmelite Spirituality Group Christmas 
Meeting 
Tea & Coffee after 5pm Mass in the Parish Centre 
Tea & Coffee after 5pm Hadzor Mass in Newman Room 
7pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre 

No Flowers during Advent 
Sunday 
Third Sunday in Advent Year A 
Redditch Catholic Fellowship Christmas Party in St 
Benedicts, Batchley 
7.30pm AA meeting in Parish Centre 

Counters Team F 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

What’s on ... 

Churches together in Redditch 
Saturday 14 December 11am Kingfisher Centre Carols with 
Redditch Gospel Choir 
Saturday 21st December 11am Kingfisher Centre Carols 
 

Mount Carmel School Carol Service in Mount Carmel 
Church Friday 13th December at 6pm 
 

St Augustine’s Carol Concert in Mount Carmel Church 
7pm Tuesday 17th December 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives  

are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon  

Email: safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com 

Confessions at Mount Carmel 

During Exposition of the Blessed  Sacrament followed 
by Benediction 10am-10.50am  
Tuesday Evenings 6.30pm-7pm 

On the 1st Saturday of the month the Rosary will be said 

after Divine Mercy Devotion 

Aid to the Church in Need 

SAINTS & FEASTS FOR THE WEEK … 
 

Monday Solemnity of the Immaculate   

  Conception of the Blessed Virgin  

  Mary 

Patroness of the Archdiocese of Birmingham 

Tuesday Saint Edmund Gennings 

(1591) Born at Lichfield and a convert from Protestantism, he 
studied and was ordained a priest in 1590. He passed on to the 
English Mission and was condemned to death for his priesthood 
the following year. He was hung, drawn and quartered at Gray’s 
Inn Fields, London. He was canonized in 1970. 

Wednesday Saint Damasus 

(305-382) St Damasus was born in Spain. He summoned synods 
and councils (First Council of Constantinople) to work against 
schismatics and heretics. He widely promoted the cult of 
martyrs. 

Thursday Our Lady of Guadalupe 

On 9th December 1531, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St 
Juan Diego and left an image of herself imprinted upon his cloak. 
The image was placed in a magnificent shrine at Guadalupe 
where it became an object of great devotion and encouraged the 
devotion of the Mexican nation towards the Mother of God. Many 
miracles were attributed to her intercession and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe was named as ‘Queen of Mexico and Empress of the 
Americas’. 

Friday Saint Lucy 

(Fourth Century) She died at Syarcuse (Sicily), probably during 
the persecution of Diocletian. From antiquity, her cult spread 
throughout the Church. Her name is in the Roman Canon. 

Saturday       Saint John of the Cross        
(1542-1591) St John was born in Spain. After a number of years 
as a Carmelite, he was persuaded by St Teresa of Jesus to lead 
the reform of his Order. He suffered many tribulations. A 
renowned mystic, he wrote much on prayer and the mystery of 
the Cross. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grand Raffle Unclaimed Prizes 
7th Prize Rioja Wine Ticket No 01361 Katharine Burr 07967 871837 
11th Prize Victoria Biscuits Ticket No 00868 Padraic 
15th Prize Victoria Biscuits Ticket No 01435 Patrick 07835 660752 
__________________________________________________________ 

Current Job Vacancy at St Augustine’s 
 

Lunchtime Supervisor required ASAP Part time 5hrs per week 
12.20—13.20 Monday—Friday. Closing date for applications 
9.30am Friday 13 December. 
 

Further details can be found by visiting their website www.st-
augustines.worcs.sch.uk. Completed applications should be 
emailed to HR@saintsa.co.uk or posted to school FAO HR 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Medjugorje Irish Centre Pilgrimages April-Oct 2020 
7 night stay and airport shuttle service from Dubrovnik or Split 
for 266 Euros per person sharing. Book any flight, anytime and 
guaranteed airport shuttle service. For further information and to 
book telephone 020 3239 8662,  or email reservations@med-
irishcentre.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady 

This week the lamp burns in loving memory of John & 
Josie Beard (Wedding Anniversary) …  Next week 
in loving memory of Michael & Antonina Bobowski   
 

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart 

This week  the lamp burns in loving memory of Brigit 
Brewster (Anniversary) … Next week for the 
Deceased members of the McCormack Family  
 

For the dead ... 

Your prayers are asked for Frances Ryall Funeral 
Service 11am Wednesday 11 December at the Abbey 
Chapel, Sarah Ann McKintyre Funeral Mass 1pm 
Tuesday 17 December, Mark O’Brien Brother of 
parishioner. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful 
departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

Please pray for the sick…   

Deacon Des Chilton, Carmel Fiolka, Pauline Clarke, Jane-
Christina Thomson, Bob & Caroline Holland, Mick Halloran, 
Chris Figgett, Thomas Henry Burnside, Bridget Heatley, Brian & 
Devan Dixon, Pat Conner, Margaret Daly, Maureen Reavey, 
Gregory Daniel, Maura Lee, Margaret Clarke, Anthony Obinna, 
Mary Hickey, Grazyna, Kazik & Krzys Juszkiewicz, Delia  & Gerry 
Bree, Gino Belmonte, John Henry Birtle, Martin Twomey, 
Margaret Maddison, Fiona Short, Jane Elliott, James Daniel 
Durrant, Gillian Reeves, Christopher Carr, Christine Watson, 
Mark Yates, Josie Clarke, Francis & Judith O’Hare, Eugene Kirk, 
Julia Hopkins, Phil English, Gerry Crilly, Rae James, Mary Eve, 
Sylvia Burge, Maureen Fowler, Emrys Hughes, Candice Butcher, 
Charlie Gallagher, Charlie McColgan, Judy Mitten, John Coleman, 
Kerry Haycock, Emma Martin, Hinda McLarney, Anne Morton, 
Charles Withers, Richard Frost, Jason Tudor, Daniel O’Brien 
 

Congratulations ….. 

We welcome into God’s family Brooke Clements baptised 
last weekend at Mount Carmel 

Mount Carmel 500 Club 
Subscriptions are now due—if you are not a member of 
this parish fundraising scheme and would like to be, 
please contact the Parish Office for a membership form. 
Cost for one number is £12 per annum. 
 
 

St Augustine’s Performing Arts Musical  

this year is ‘Grease’ and takes place at the Artrix Theatre, 
Bromsgrove on 28th & 29th January 2020. Tickets are 
ONLY available through the Artrix Box Office in person or 
their online booking service can be found by visiting : 
https://www.artrix.co.uk/whats-on/all-shows/grease-sapa-
youth-theatre (SAPA stands for Saint Augustine’s  
Performing Arts) 
 

The Sower, News from the Archdiocese 
Advent edition is available from the back of church and in 
side porches.  Please take one home with you. 

WEEKLY STATISTICS 

Weekend of 30 Nov/1 December 2019    
1st Collection £879.61 
2nd Collection £425.88 

Mass attendance 651 (does not include Polish count)    
These figures do not include Standing Orders 

https://frbonnie.com/2014/12/06/pre-pare-for-the-lord-homily-for-the-2nd-sunday-of-advent-year-b-rev-fr-boniface-nkem-anusiem-phd/

