Statue Visitation for the Consecrated Life
Parishioners are invited to receive the statue of Our
Lady for one week and place her with flowers and
candles in a prominent position in the home. Each day
you are committed to praying the rosary to which
parishioners can be invited to join in if you so wish. If
you would like to participate in this, please see one of
the clergy or contact the parish office.

ROTASO FAR..........

Sunday 24th November 2019 Susan Salam

Sunday 1st December 2019 Vera Whyte

Sunday 8th December 2019 Ann Glennon

Sunday 15th December 2019 Vincent Sampays
Sunday 22nd December 2019 Linda Gordon

If your date is not convenient for you, please either
swap with someone else or let the parish office know.
COULD YOU WELCOME THE STATUE OF OUR LADY INTO YOUR

HOME? - YES? - PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE!

Fellow Catholic Parishioners please come and join us
The Catenians - a Catholic men’s association

‘Strengthening family life through friendship and faith’

The Redditch Circle meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month
at the Abbey Hotel and welcomes new members. For further
information please contact Andrew Farrell on 07767831548 or
Brian Green on 01527 543111

St Mary’s Alvechurch Ecumenical Faith Group
On the third Wednesday of every month at 10.30 am —all
welcome

THE SHRINES OF OUR LADY & THE SACRED
HEART

To have the lamp burn for your
intentions or loved ones, please
contact the parish office, suggested
donation £5.

Mount Carmel Seniors Group
Thursdays at 2.30pm St Benedict’s, Batchley
No more meetings until the New Year

Important—~Parish Office Hours

The office will be open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
as normal, but closed on Wednesdays, except for sick calls
and funerals

CLIC SARGENT CHARITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Friday 13 December 2pm & 7pm Birmingham Town
Hall in aid of children & families living with Cancer
featuring the Midland’s Hospital Choir. Bring your own
drinks. For further information & tickets please contact
Birmingham Town Hall on 0121 780 4949 or email
boxoffice@thsh.co.uk

LIFE Care Service
Free National Helpline 0808 802 5433

If you wish to contact the || “My house shall be
parish St Vincent de Paul || called a house of
group, please telephone prayer”

07531 818731 Please be sensitive to those
(the SVP phone) and leave || who want to pray in
a message with your silence before Mass.

tact detail Before Mass Talk to God
contact details so we can During Mass Listen to God
return your call.

After Mass Talk to each other

Baptism

To arrange for the baptism of your child/
children you will need to contact the parish
office on 01527 63096 or visit the parish
website to find out when the next available
Baptism Meeting is for you to attend. At this
meeting you will be given the Baptism Form
to take away with you for completion. Once completed please
bring it with you to the parish office on a weekday morning
between 10.15am—5pm (except Wednesdays) when one of
the priests will be able to see you and book the date for
baptism. Baptisms normally take place on a Sunday at 1pm
in Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church. There is an administra-
tive fee of £30 for Baptism which should be paid at the time of
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arranging the date.

Vacancies at Cathedral House, Birmingham
Applications are invited for a front desk clerk/
receptionist and an Administration Support Office
(Safeguarding). Both roles are permanent/full time and
based at Cathedral House. For full details please visit:
Https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQ

TREE OF HOPE
The tree of hope is near the statue of St Therese
for anyone who wishes to hang a leaf for their
own particular petition or sorrow. Feel free to
take a leaf and write a name or message on it to
hang on the tree and spend sometime in prayer

School Job Vacancies

St Thomas More First School

Two vacancies for Lunchtime Supervisors to start November
2019, 7.08 hrs per week, Monday to Friday, term time only.
For an application pack please contact the school on 01527
525821 or email office@st-thomasmore.worcs.sch.uk
Mount Carmel First School

Vacancy for a Lunchtime Supervisor Monday-Friday 12noon to
1.05pm term time only, Sc1. For details or application pack
please email HR@mountcarmel.worcs.sch.uk or contact Rita
Kennedy on 01527 546398.

wie; OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL, REDDITCH

Beoley Road West, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 8LT (01527) 63096
Email: office@mtcarmel.co.uk  Website: www.ourladyofmountcarmel.co.uk

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish Clergy: Fr Anthony Rohan, Fr Jason Mahoney

Permanent Deacons: Revs Des Chilton & Peter Griffiths

NEWSLETTER 1892 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 15T DECEMBER 2019 YEAR A
Parish Mass Book Page 26 Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 121 Romans 13:11-14 Gospel Matthew 24:37-44

First S unﬁéy of Advent

With the first Sunday of Advent a new

liturgical year begins: the Peaple of God

begin again on the way to living the mystery of Christ in history.
Christ is the same yesterday, today and for ever; history, instead,
changes and requires constant evangelisation; it needs to be
renewed from within and the only true novelty is Christ: he is its
fulfilment, the luminous future of humanity and of the world. Risen
from the dead, Jesus is the Lord to whom God subijects all enemies,
including death itself. Advent is therefore the propitious time to
awaken in our hearts the expectation of he ‘who is and who was
and who is to come’ (Rv 1:8) Fupe Benedict XV

Walk with Me Booklets & Advent Calenders

Walk with Me booklets and children’s calendars are availa-
ble in the porches and at the Mass centres. Please help
yourself and make a donation of £1 per family if you wish.
Re@iom‘ Christmas Cards & 2020 Diaries

We have a selection of Christmas Cards for sale in the
parish office, boxed 18 cards £3.50 or Pack of 10, £1.50.
Parish 2020 diaries £1 each available from the back of
church & side porch—please put money in wall slots
marked diaries—all monies to the parish.

Mt Carmel500 Club November winners

First Prize £140 No 222 Peter Daniel
Second Prize £50  No 251 C & M Wegrzyn
Mem\zgex fo the Brave

Some people around the world risk everything to defend
our sisters and brothers and our common home. So this
year CAFOD are inviting all Catholics to send them a
message of solidarity. Last year, 164 people were killed
while protecting their land. Hundreds more were threat-
ened or criminalised. These defenders protect more than
their own land. Forests and soils help stop climate change,
and provide air and water for everyone to enjoy. And it's
not just the environment. Brave individuals and communi-
ties risk everything to speak up for peace and human
rights too. Please send a Christmas Card message of
solidarity. Please take a red leaflet at the back of church
which explains how to go about this simple gesture of love
and support. Read their stories at https://cafod.org.uk/
Campaign/How-to-Campaign/Messages-to-the-brave

Mowunt Carmel Children's ﬁfuw Grou/:

The Children’s Liturgy Group need more people to consid-
er joining as a helper, as a helper you will join an existing
group with experienced people, and no responsibility in
leading the group. As you know the Children’s Liturgy at
the 11.15am Sunday Mass is a very important part of the
Mass for the children. If you want to talk more about be-
coming a help, please contact JJ via email :
jiclaire178~btinternet.com or talk to any of the present
Children’s Liturgy people on a Sunday.

Darish First 7-(0@ Communion Class

The First Holy Communion Class for children in non-
Catholic schools will begin on Wednesday 22nd
January 2020 at 6pm in Mount Carmel Church. If you
would like your child to attend, please contact the
parish office on 01527 63096

St Augustines Christmas Party for the eﬂ/er@

Thursday 12 December 1.15pm—3.30pm. Please come
to the parish office to give in your name and make your
choice of food & drink from the menu. We have to let the
school know by December 5th.

Aid to the Church in Need

First Tuesday after 6pm Mass Holy Rosary & Exposition
for Persecuted Christians—all welcome

Darish Toilets

When using the parish toilets, could you please ensure
that when you leave you switch off the lights and close the
door. Thankyou

SVP CHRISTMAS PARTY
THE PARISH SVP would like to
invite all parishioners to help with
the cost of the annual Christmas
party for Birmingham's homeless.
240 or mare guests will be treated to a full Christmas
lunch with Carol Service and a Christmas present for
each and everyone on Saturday 14th December. Your help
would be very welcome!
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Mass Times & Intentions

First Sunday of Advent Year A
Week beginning Sunday 1st December 2019

Saturday
Mount Carmel 5.00 pm  Thomas Meagher (a)
Hadzor 5.00 pm Galton Trust
Sunday
Mount Carmel 8.15am  Josie & John Beard
(Wedd A)
9.45 am Mass in Polish
11.15am John Donnelly
6.00 pm Stan Jobber
Alvechurch 9.45 am Mike Dean
Feckenham 10.15 am Holy Souls (PS)
Monday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am Ints of Mary Morrissey
& Retina Hardwick
Tuesday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am Mike Dean
6.00 pm Dec’d members of the
McCarty family
Mt Carmel Sch 9.20 am School Mass (Yrs 1-4)
Wednesday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30 am Nora Quinn
Thursday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30 am Ints of Kitty O’Loughlin
(95th b’day)
6.30 pm Exposition
7.00 pm Ints of Tom Allen (b’day)
St Augustine’s Sch 10.15 am Yr 10 Class Mass
Friday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am Elizabeth Burak (a)
10.00 am  Stations of the Cross
6.00 pm Latin Mass (EF)
Saturday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am P M Mathew & Muriel
Williams (a)
2.30 pm Keralan Mass

(The following fulfils Sunday Obligation)

Mount Carmel 5.00 pm  Joan Casey (a)
Hadzor 5.00 pm People of the Parish
Second Sunday in Advent Year A

Week beginning Sunday 8th December 2019

Mount Carmel 8.15am Tim Herlihy (b’day a)

9.45 am Mass in Polish

11.15am  Hughie McManus (a)

6.00 pm Nicholas Cummins
Alvechurch 9.45 am Philomena Hartnett
Feckenham 10.15am Olive, Phil & Pat Thompson

Confessions at Mount Carmel
During Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed
by Benediction 10am-10.50am
Tuesday Evenings 6.30pm-7pm
On the Ist Saturday of the month the Rosary will be said
after Divine Mercy Devotion

Parish Diary ....

Sunday

First Sunday of Advent Year A

7.30pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre

Counters Team D

Monday

10am Legion of Mary in the parish centre

7pm Choir Practice in church

7.30pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre
Tuesday

6pm Aid to the Church in Need Prayer Group
7pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre

7pm Parish Finance Meeting in Presbytery
Thursday

7.30pm Journey in Faith ‘Moral Action’

Friday

10am Stations of the Cross

6pm Latin Mass (EF)

6pm MCS Christmas Fayre

Saturday

Tea & Coffee after 5pm Mass in the Parish Centre
Tea & Coffee after 5pm Hadzor Mass in Newman Room
7pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre

No Flowers during Advent

Sunday

Second Sunday in Advent Year A

6pm Churches together in Alvechurch & Rowney Green
Joint Service at St Laurence’s

7.30pm AA meeting in Parish Centre

Counters Team E

What’s on ...

Churches fqgefﬁer n Redditch

Election Hustings 7.30pm Tuesday 3 December at
Redditch Baptist Church, Easemore Rd B98 8ER

Saturday 14 December 11am Kingfisher Centre Carols with
Redditch Gospel Choir

Saturday 21st December 11am Kingfisher Centre Carols

Redditch Choral Society Christmas Concert
‘CAROLS FROM EUROPE’ Saturday 7 December
Trinity High School at 7.30pm Tickets £12 (£10 for
concessions) available by contacting 07794 362956

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives
are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon
Email: safeguarding0LMC@gmail.com

SAINTS & FEASTS FOR THE WEEK ...

Tuesday Saint Francis Xavier

(1506-1552) St Francis Xavier was born near Pamplona in what
is now Spain and studied in Parish, where he became a follower
of St Ignatius of Loyola. A founding member of the Society of
Jesus, he tirelessly brought the Gospel to India, Borneo, Indonesia
and Japan. He died of fever on Shangchuan Island in 1552 while
travelling to China. He is now buried in God.

Wednesday Saint John Damascene

St John Damascene was born in Damascus in the late seventh
century. He was a monk and priest at the monastery of Saint
Sabbas in Jerusalem. He is remembered for defending the faith
and for his devotion to Our Lady. He died in the year 749.
Thursday Feast of Saint Birinus

St Birinus was sent to England by Pope Honorius I, was ordained
as a bishop and established his See at Dorchester on Thames. He
died in the year 650.

Friday Saint Nicholas

(Fourth Century) St Nicholas was born perhaps at Patara (now
in Turkey) and became bishop of Myra. He was imprisoned
under the Emperor Diocletian and had attended the Council of
Nicea which opposed the Arian Heresy. The saint’s relics were
later brought to Bari (Italy).

Saturday Saint Ambrose

St Ambrose was born at Trier about the year 340. While still
preparing for his own baptism, he was chosen to be bishop of
Milan. It was on this day in 374 that he was ordained bishop. He
died in the year 397.

Grand Raffle Unclaimed Prizes

7th Prize Rioja Wine Ticket No 01361 Katharine Burr 07967 871837
11th Prize Victoria Biscuits Ticket No 00868 Padraic

15th Prize Victoria Biscuits Ticket No 01435 Patrick 07835 660752

Current Job Vacancies at St Augustine’s
Teacher of Science (Maternity Cover) Required from January
2020 Part Time 0.6 fte hrs per week Closing date for
applications 9am Monday 2nd December 2019

Lunchtime Supervisor required ASAP Part time 5hrs per week
12.20—13.20 Monday—Friday. Closing date for applications
9.30am Friday 13 December.

For both of the above, further details can be found by visiting
their website www.st-augustines.worcs.sch.uk. Completed
applications should be emailed to HR@saintsa.co.uk or posted
to school FAO HR

Medjugorije Irish Centre Pilgrimages April-Oct 2020

7 night stay and airport shuttle service from Dubrovnik or Split
for 266 Euros per person sharing. Book any flight, anytime and
guaranteed airport shuttle service. For further information and to
book telephone 020 3239 8662, or email reservations@med-
irishcentre.com
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Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady

This week the lamp burns for the intentions of EILEEN
MAHER ... Next week in loving memory of JOHN & JOSIE
BEARD (WEDDING ANNIVERSARY)

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart

This week the lamp burns for deceased members of the
WHYTE FAMILY ... Next week in loving memory of
BRIGIT BREWSTER (ANNIVERSARY)

For the dead ...

Your prayers are asked for FRANCES RYALL Funeral
Service 11am Wednesday 11 December at the Abbey
Chapel. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful
departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Please pray for the sick...

Deacon Des Chilton, Carmel Fiolka, Pauline Clarke, Jane-
Christina Thomson, Bob & Caroline Holland, Mick Halloran,
Chris Figgett, Thomas Henry Burnside, Bridget Heatley, Brian &
Devan Dixon, Pat Conner, Margaret Daly, Maureen Reavey,
Gregory Daniel, Maura Lee, Margaret Clarke, Anthony Obinna,
Mary Hickey, Grazyna, Kazik & Krzys Juszkiewicz, Delia & Gerry
Bree, Gino Belmonte, John Henry Birtle, Martin Twomey,
Margaret Maddison, Fiona Short, Jane Elliott, James Daniel
Durrant, Gillian Reeves, Christopher Carr, Christine Watson,
Mark Yates, Josie Clarke, Francis & Judith O’Hare, Eugene Kirk,
Julia Hopkins, Phil English, Gerry Crilly, Rae James, Mary Eve,
Sylvia Burge, Maureen Fowler, Emrys Hughes, Candice Butcher,
Charlie Gallagher, Charlie McColgan, Judy Mitten, John Coleman,
Kerry Haycock, Emma Martin, Hinda McLarney, Anne Morton,
Charles Withers, Richard Frost, Jason Tudor, Daniel & Mark
O’Brien

Congratulations .....

We welcome into God’s family ROSA, IVY & LUNA HIGGINS,
SELENA & PITER KOMSA baptised last weekend at Mount
Carmel

WEEKLY STATISTICS

Weekend of 23/24 November 2019

1st Collection £842.51

2nd Collection £385.86

Mass attendance 905 (does not include Polish count)
These figures do not include Standing Orders

Mount Carmel 500 Club

Subscriptions are now due—if you are not a member of
this parish fundraising scheme and would like to be,
please contact the Parish Office for a membership form.
Cost for one number is £12 per annum.

St Augustine’s Performing Arts Musical

this year is ‘Grease’ and takes place at the Artrix Theatre,
Bromsgrove on 28th & 29th January 2020. Tickets are
ONLY available through the Artrix Box Office in person or
their online booking service can be found by visiting :
https://www.artrix.co.uk/whats-on/all-shows/grease-sapa-
youth-theatre (SAPA stands for Saint Augustine’s
Performing Arts)

The Sower, News from the Archdiocese

Advent edition is available from the back of church and in
side porches. Please take one home with you.
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