Statue Visitation for the Consecrated Life
Parishioners are invited to receive the statue of Our
Lady for one week and place her with flowers and
candles in a prominent position in the home. Each day
you are committed to praying the rosary to which
parishioners can be invited to join in if you so wish. If
you would like to participate in this, please see one of
the clergy or contact the parish office.

ROTASO FAR. .........

Sunday 24th March 2019 St Augustine’s School
Sunday 31st March 2019 Vera Whyte

Sunday 7th April 2019 Ann Glennon

Sunday 14th April 2019 Vincent Sampays

Sunday 21st April 2019 Linda Gordon

If your date is not convenient for you, please either
swap with someone else or let the parish office know.
COULD YOU WELCOME THE STATUE OF OUR LADY INTO YOUR

HOME? - YES? - PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE!

Fellow Catholic Parishioners please come and join us
The Catenians - a Catholic men’s association
‘Strengthening family life through friendship and faith’

The Redditch Circle meets on the 3rd Thursday of every
month at the Abbey Hotel and welcomes new members.
For further information please contact Andrew Farrell on
07767831548 or Brian Green on 01527 543111

St Mary’s Alvechurch Ecumenical Faith Group
On the third Wednesday of every month at 10.30 am —all
welcome

THE SHRINES OF OUR LADY & THE SACRED
HEART

To have the lamp burn for your
intentions or loved ones, please
contact the parish office, suggested
donation £5.

LIFE Care Service
Free National Helpline 0808 802 5433

07531 818731
(the SVP phone) and leave
a message with your

If you wish to contact the || “My house shall be
parish St Vincent de Paul || called a house of
group, please telephone prayer”

Please be sensitive to those
who want to pray in
silence before Mass.

Before Mass Talk to God

contact details so we can

During Mass Listen to God
return your call.

After Mass Talk to each other

Mount Carmel Seniors Group

Thursdays at 2.30pm St Benedict’s, Batchley

April 4th Bingo

April 11th Easter Shared Table & Easter
bonnet

April 26th* Trip to Palace of Westminster

Change of date Cost £14—few seats available

(if anyone has a problem with change of date, contact Angela on
01527 545180)

May 2nd Bowling

May 16th Trip to Cheltenham, Steam Train
to Broadway

May 23rd Afternoon Tea

June 6th To be arranged

June 20th Ascot Day

Important—~Parish Office Hours

The office will be open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday as normal, but closed on Wednesdays, except
for sick calls and funerals

Newman University

Open Days
Saturday 15th June 10am-3pm
Saturday 6th July 10am-3pm

Saturday 12th October 10am-3pm

Friday 8th November 4am-8pm

Register at www.newman.ac.uk/opendays

Example of courses available:

Catholic Cert in Religious Studies (CCRS) 1 year part time

Catholic Social Teaching (PG Cert) 1 year part time

Contemporary Christian Theology (MA) 1 year full time, 2 years part
time

Theology & Philosophy (BA Hons) 3 years full time, 4.5 years part time
For more information about study opportunities contact David Handy
0121 476 1181 or email d.handy@newman.ac.uk

The Easter Story—A Passion Play

6.30pm St Stephen’s Church Wednesday 17th April
Doors open 6pm FREE TICKETS available from the Parish
Office, the Word Christian Bookshop at St Stephen’s, or visit
www_ticketresource.co.uk/indigoarts. For further enquiries
phone 07484 641016.

Medjugorije Irish Centre Pilgrimages

7 nights B&B and Airport Shuttle Service from €279 per
person. Book any flight—any time and we provide
guaranteed airport shuttle service from Dubrovnik or
Split. For further information or to book contact Jackie
on 020 3239 8662 or email reservations@med-
irishcentre.com, Jackie@med-irishcentre.com or visit
www.med-irishcentre.com

Mount Carmel 500 Club—Important
Many thanks to those of you who renewed your
subscriptions and to those who have taken out an
extra number or have subscribed for the first time.
The prize money for now will reduce to £170 and
will be divided up into two winners a month —1st
Prize will be £120 and 2nd Prize will be £50.

PLEASE do not leave bags
of clothes in the church or
bring them to the parish
office. We will only accept
what has been specifically
asked for by the SVP Group.

Legion of Mary
Mondays 10am
Parish Centre
All welcome
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Reflection on today’s Gospel ....

The prodigal son came home empty-handed.
He had no trophies to show his father, no
achievements with which to earn his praise, his
welcome, and his love. He was a failure.
Worse—he was a sinner.

He deserved to be punished—and he knew it.
Yet punishment was the last thing he needed.

To punish him would be like pouring water on a

dying fire. What happened?

When the father saw his lost son coming
towards him, his heart went out to him, and
next minute they were in each other’s arms.

It is an extraordinary experience to be loved in
one'’s sinfulness. Such love is like a breeze to a
dying fire, or rain falling on parched ground.
Those who have experienced this kind of love,
know something about the heart of God.

Pray the Rosary for 40 days for Life
Every Thursday at 6pm during Lent, the i
rosary will be said in Mount Carmel for ‘40
Days of Life’

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham
Saturday 11th May 2019

Led by Bishop David McGough:11.30am Arrivals to
the Catholic Shrine;12.30pm Holy Mass in the Rec-
onciliation Chapel, opportunity for lunch, visit to the
Slipper Chapel and Pilgrim Shop, Reconciliation;

3pm Rosary Procession concluding with Benediction

in the Priory Grounds.;5pm departures. If there is

enough interest, we will be arranging a coach. If you

wish to go, please give your name in to the parish
office.

Aid to the Church in Need

First Tuesday of every month after 6pm Mass Holy
Rosary & Exposition for Persecuted Christians—all
welcome

Mission Today Spring Edition available
this weekend

Second Collection next weekend

is in aid of the people of Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and Malawi in the wake of the
recent terrible emergency caused by the
Cyclone ldai.

Help requested

Fr Tony is requesting the help of two or three parish-
ioners at each Mass Centre to give a couple of
hours a week in a voluntary role to be the main con-
tacts to take responsibility for the following in order
to reduce the work load of the Parish Finance and
Property Administrator—

Notify any general maintenance that needs to be
done

Open up and supervise contractors when necessary
Collate quotations for work to be carried out

Fire Warden—Fire risk Assessment

Check emergency lights and supetvise litter picking,
cleanliness of the site and grounds maintenance.
Help, assistance and training will be given where
necessary.

If you can help with this role, please contact the
parish office on 01527 63096.

The Sower Magazine

The Easter edition of the Archdiocese of Birming-
ham’s new magazine is available in church to take
home with you. It is FREE. It is a well presented
magazine with some interesting articles by quite a
few priests who have been resident at Mount Carmel
at one time or another.

Good Friday Walk of Witness

April 19th, 2019 starting from the Redditch Baptist
Church, Easemore Road. Walk begins ast 10.30am
finishing with lunch at St Stephen’s Church at 12
noon. For further information contact Heather Berry
on 01527 60638 or email
vicar@ststephensredditch.com




Mass Times & Intentions

Fourth Sunday in Lent Year C
Week beginning Sunday 31st March 2019

Saturday
Mount Carmel 5.00 pm Dec’d Ginty Family
Hadzor 5.00 pm George (1st Anniv)
Sunday
Mount Carmel  8.15am Norah Tuite
9.45 am Mass in Polish
11.15am Conway Brewster (a)
6.00 pm Ints of Andy McGroarty
Alvechurch 9.45 am People of the Parish
Feckenham 10.15 am Barry Williams
Monday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am Ints of M M Richardson &
Ints of Eileen Maher (sick)
St Thos More Sch  9.10 am School Mass & Confessions
Tuesday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30 am Biddy Smith
6.00 pm Ints of Sonny Holmes
Wednesday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am Ints of O’Connor Family
11.00 am Funeral Mass
Kathleen Morris
Thursday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am Francesco Urso Russo (a)
6.00 pm  Rosary (40 days for Life)
6.30 pm Exposition
7.00 pm Bernard Tadeusz
Drzymalski

St Augustine’s Sch 10.15 am
Friday

Class Mass (9GM)

Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30 am Ints of Gleetar Kott Paul
10.00 am  Stations of the Cross
6.00 pm Keralan Stations
St Bede’s Sch 2.15pm  Adoration & Benediction
(8HW)
Saturday
Mount Carmel 9.10 am Morning Prayer
9.30am Val Fanning
11.00 am Benediction
2.30 pm Keralan Mass

(The following fulfils Sunday Obligation)
Mount Carmel 5.00 pm Molly Barron
Hadzor 5.00 pm Win Sparkes

Confessions at Mount Carmel
During Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed
by Benediction 10am-10.15am
Tuesday Evenings 6.30pm-7pm

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Week beginning Sunday 7th April 2019

Mount Carmel 8.15am Michael & Antonina
Bobowski
9.45 am Mass in Polish
11.15am Ints of Maciej Grudzinski
6.00 pm Daniel & Monica Noonan
(b’day a)
Alvechurch 9.45 am People of the Parish
Feckenham 10.15am Ints of Gordon Family

Forthcoming Funerals at Mount Carmel:
Stanislawa (Stella) Szalkowska, Mon 1st April, 12.45pm
Kathleen Morris, Wed 3rd April, 11am

Parish Diary ....

Sunday—Mothering Sunday

Fourth Sunday in Lent Year C Psalter Week 4
7.30pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre

Counters Team E

Monday

10am Legion of Mary in Parish Centre

7pm Choir Practice in church

7.30pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre
Tuesday

6.30pm Aid to Church Prayer Meeting after Mass
7pm AA Meeting in Parish Centre

Wednesday

6pm Parish FHC Class in church

Thursday

6.00pm Rosary for 40 days for life in church
7.30pm Journey in Faith in the Parish Centre
Friday

9.30am Polish Community in Parish Centre

10am Stations of the Cross

1pm Confessions at St Bede's followed by Adoration
6.00pm Keralan Stations of the Cross

Saturday

Tea & Coffee after 5pm Mass

Tea & Coffee after 5pm Hadzor in the Newman Room
7pm Narcotics Anonymous in Parish Centre

No flowers during Lent

Sunday

Fifth Sunday in Lent Psalter Week 1

7.30pm AA meeting in Parish Centre

Counters Team F

Called to Witness

A vocation event for young people aged 18-25
Harvington Hall, Saturday 4th May 2019, Feast of the
Martyrs of England & Wales. Main Speakers Prof. Judith
Champ & Sr Gemma Simmons CJ. Talks, Discussions,
Guided Tour, Holy Mass, Prayer & Reflection. Registration
Forms available from the Parish Office. Cost £10. For more
information call 0121 321 5139/5135 or visit
www.vocations.org.uk

SAINTS & FEASTS FOR THE WEEK ...

Tuesday Saint Francis of Paola
(1416-1507) St Francis of Paola initially joined the Franciscans,
but left to live as a hermit in a cave by the sea near Paola, his
birthplace in Calabria, in order to be more united with the
crucified Christ. He lived a life of prayer and mortification, and
was soon joined by others who wished to devote their lives to
prayer and penance. He founded the order of Minims (the least
brethren). After being called to console King Louis XI on his
deathbed, St Francis moved to France, where he founded several
Minim Houses.

Thursday Saint Isidore

(560-636) St Isidore was born in Seville, Spain. He was
Archbishop of Seville for 35 years and was well known in the
fourth council of Toledo (633) for his leadership. He
strengthened Catholicism in Spain; he was admired for his
preaching, his writings, and his miracles. His most extensive
work (Etymologies) was an encyclopaedia which continued to be
used throughout the Middle Ages. He was declared a Doctor of
the Church in 1722.
Friday

First Friday
(1350-1419) St Vincent was born in Valencia, Spain. He was
renowned as a preacher, a missionary, and a teacher of theology.
He converted thousands of sinners, Jews and Moors by is
preaching. He died in 1419 while preaching in Brittany and was
buried at Vannes.

Saint Vincent Ferrer

Birmingham Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage
Saturday 25th May—Friday 31st May/1st June 2019

Two choices of travel :

COACH Fares from £444.00 AIR Fares from £774.00
The officially appointed Tour Operator for 2019 is
Tangney Tours Ltd. Booking forms and brochures can
be found on the diocesan website
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk and from Tangney Tours
website www.tangney-tours.com

Piano & Organ Tuition

- Offering tuition in the Redditch, Bromsgrove, Droitwich
and Worcester area
- Beginners through to Advanced
- Classically trained with years of teaching and
performance experience
- Call Hannah Gibson on 07476 372311 or
email hannah.gibson1991@gmail.com
(Hannah plays the organ here for funerals, weddings and for the choir)

The Arrow Vale Singers present ‘Comedy & Tragedy’
- the songs that make us laugh... and cry! Saturday
April 6th, 7.30pm at Webheath Village Hall,
Heathfield Road, Redditch B97 55Q Tickets £8
available on the door or from Helen on
07802598309, David Cruise 01527 450756 or email
arrowvalesingers@gmail.co.uk

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives are
Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon

Email: safeguardingDLMC@gmail.com

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady

This week the lamp burns in loving memory of CONWAY
BREWSTER (a) .... Next week in loving memory of
THOMAS & BRIDIE MEAGHER

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart
This week the lamp burns in memory of PAILY (a)
Next week for the intentions of ELLA

For the dead ...

Your prayers are asked for STELLA SZALKOWSKA,
KATHLEEN MORRIS & AUBREY MAYNE Funeral

Service 9.30am Monday 15th April at the Abbey Chapel,
DEACON LOUIS JOSEPH LIVESEY

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through
the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Please pray for the sick...

Deacon Des Chilton, Carmel Fiolka, Pauline Clarke, Jane-
Christina Thomson, Bob & Caroline Holland, Mick Halloran,
Chris Figgett, Thomas Henry Burnside, Bridget Heatley, Brian &
Devan Dixon, Pat Conner, Margaret Daly, Maureen Reavey,
Gregory Daniel, Maura Lee, Sean Harkin, Margaret Clarke,
Anthony Obinna, Mary Hickey, Grazyna, Kazik & Krzys
Juszkiewicz, Delia & Gerry Bree, Gino Belmonte, John Henry
Birtle, Martin Twomey, Margaret Maddison, Fiona Short, Jane
Elliott, James Daniel Durrant, Gillian Reeves, Christopher Carr,
Christine Watson, Mark Yates, Josie Clarke, Stuart Pearson,
Francis & Judith O’'Hare, Eugene Kirk, Julia Hopkins, Phil English,
Gerry Crilly, Rae James, Jayne Spiers, Betty Flahive, Mary Eve,
Sylvia Burge, Maureen Fowler, Emrys Hughes, Candice Butcher,
Charlie Gallagher, John Kilker, Charlie McColgan, Judy Mitten,
John Coleman, Kerry Haycock, Anne Morton, Carol Bullimore,
Andy McGroarty

Congratulations .....
We welcome into God'’s family JAMES WILLIAM KIRBY
baptised last weekend at Mount Carmel

Marriage Encounter non-residential Weekend at St
Mary’s on the Hill, Wednesbury 29th/30th June

This is an enrichment weekend for normal, ordinary marriages
(NOT counselling). All discussions are private to the participating
couplds; there is no group work. Take advantage of a fairly local
weekend! For further information to to www.wwme.org.uk or
contact Phil & Rita Jackson on 0121 244 7762 or email
wackojacko456@hotmail.com

WEEKLY STATISTICS

Weekend of 23/24 March 2019

1st Collection £718.82

2nd Collection £357.43

Mass attendance 673 (does not include Polish count)
These figures do not include Standing Orders

TREE OF HOPE

The tree of hope is near the statue of St Therese for
anyone who wishes to hang a leaf for their own particu-
lar petition or sorrow. Feel free to take a leaf and write a
name or message on it to hang on the tree and spend
sometime in prayer

Stations of the Cross
Fridays after morning Mass




