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our fellow parishioners a very Happy Christmas. !
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Fellow Catholic Parishioners please come and join us

The Catenians - a Catholic men’s association
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St Mary’s Alvechurch Ecumenical Faith Group
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Mount Carmel Seniors Group
Thursdays at 2.30pm St Benedict’s
gty Jangary
21st Januaryrip to the Pantomime ‘Aladdin’ in Birmingham.
Ei| @9ach jepvipg St Benedict's at 12.30pm
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New LIFE Care Service in Redditch
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St Benedict’s Social Club
Rowan Rd Batchley
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S%Ecﬁbﬁbns"foftl‘fe@do Eub are now due. £12 per number
per annum. If paying by cheque, please make payable to
‘Mount Carmel 500 Club’. If you are not a member and
would like to be, please contact the parish office.
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wie; OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL, REDDITCH
Beoley Road West, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 8LT (01527) 63096

Email: office@mtcarmel.co.uk

Website: www.ourladyofmountcarmel.co.uk

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish Clergy: Fr Anthony Rohan, Fr David Doran & Fr Cornelius Safe
Permanent Deacons: Revs Des Chilton & Peter Griffiths

NEWSLETTER 1688 FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 27TH DECEMBER 2015
Page 41 1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28 Psalm 83 Hebrews 10:5-10 Gospel Luke 2:41-52

FEAST OF THE HOU

The Family
smallest communityt is the
basic platform of the human
society from which larger com-
munities, nations and the hu-
man race came forth. We arg
all products of familiesiVe
often hear that ‘charity begins
at home (that is from the fami-
ly)!" It is true of other realities like hatred, strife, anger,
immodest life etc. People have good experiences and
bad experiences of families. Just because someone has
a bad experience does not mean that the family is bad,
in the same way that a bad teacher does not make edu-
cation bad. Instead, it can be said the family is the ‘early
learning centre’ and thus cause of all good and evil.
Therefore, we need a model of how a family should be if
it is to be a force for good.

The family of Jesus, His mother Mary and Step-father
Joseph, in Nazareth, gives us this exemplar of what a
family should be. The family should be holyoliness
is the root of all other good realities. To be holy means
being set apart and dedicated to something sacred or
divine. This is what Jesus tells His mother and step-
father in the Gospel: “Did you not know that | must be
about my Father's (God’s) business?” (Lk 2:49). J e s
family is called holy because it loved @it and
they were ready to do the will of God at all ti
True love is sacrificial—it is giving. So the basis of a holy | -
family is giving to the other at all times and in all places

L: V&s—start

Sengratydations! | vy

Next Sunday, January 3rd, is the Anniversary of Fr Tony’s
Grdinatibnh He will Név@ edn & peest for 40 years. We
will be celebrating this wonderful event in the summer on
July 16th, the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Please
put this date in your diary!

Thank you ....

to everyone for your support of the Christmas Masses. It
was uplifting to see so many of you once again for these.
Thanks also to all who contributed in any way to the
inspiring liturgies: including the choir and choirmaster, the
altar servers, those who came to clean the church and to
Angela for the wonderful floral display.

Many thanks also from the priests for your generous
Christmas Offerings. We hope you and your families all
had a peaceful time over Christmas and we wish you
every blessing for the New Year.

: CHRISTMAS CINEMA
: TRIP

THE FORCE AWAKENS o

The meal and trip to see Star Warsnd Snoopys on
. Wednesday 30th December.

Those for whon we

. have booked tickets please meet at the Parish

. Church at 11:45anThe meal is in the Parish Centre :
. with games before walking to the Vue Cinema. Star -
time 1:30pm finish time 4:05pm. -
+ Snoopy—start time 2:30pm finish time 4:25pm. Plck

' :&p time: 4:30pritom Vue Cinema.

to each other.
The Holy Family had difficulties—Joseph was worried
about Mary’s pregnancy, they had to run away from

Herod to Egypt, Jesus was lost in Jerusalem, and worst

of all Jesus would be murdered. In all this hardshi
they loved God first and in so doing showed fa |I|e
how to be a force for love.
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CHRISTMAS STARS

are available near the Christmas Tree in church if y

to dedicate one in memory of a loved one, sen

wishes to members of the parish or for a speci

Al'l proceeds to
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There is no set price, but a donation would be appr
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Mass Times & Intentions Parish Diary .... SAINTS & FEASTS FOR THE WEEK- Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel
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