
Message from Archbishop Bernard …..                                            
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
The Bishops of England and Wales have met in prayer and dialogue to respond to the final IICSA  
Report into the Catholic Church.  The report shows institutional failures on the part of the Church which 
failed to keep the vulnerable safe from abuse and failed to offer compassionate responses to those 
who suffered.  It is with shame and profound sorrow that we recognise these failures and accept our 
need for a change of heart.  Our first thoughts and prayers must always be for those who have  
suffered.  In their terrible suffering we must also recognise that they are our best teachers on how to 
improve.  
 

The bishops have also responded to the Elliot Report.  This independent review and report was  
commissioned by the bishops to recommend changes that are necessary to ensure best practice in safeguarding in the Church 
at every level.  Victims/Survivors of abuse in the Church have played a crucial role in presenting the bishops with these  
necessary recommendations.  The bishops have accepted and will implement all the recommendations contained in both the 
Elliot and the IICSA Reports. 
 

Safeguarding is the work of all of us in the Church.  I wish to thank all the volunteers and clergy in our parishes who help to en-
sure that they are safe places for all-comers.  The IICSA Report acknowledges the vast improvements over the last 20 years in 
safeguarding practices.  The acceptance and implementation of the Elliott Review recommendations will help us all improve  
further.  The Bishops’ Conference, under the leadership of Cardinal Vincent, is committed to improve our practices and our  
responses to those who have suffered. 
 

Abuse has no place in the Church.  The Archdiocese will always report allegations to and co-operate fully with the police and 
statutory agencies.  I invite anyone who has suffered abuse to contact the police or if appropriate to contact the Diocesan Safe-
guarding Team: safeguarding@rc-birmingham.org.   
 

I would encourage you to read the Bishops’ Statement in full. 
 

Thank you for your prayers for all those who have suffered abuse, within and beyond the Church, as well as for Cardinal Vincent 
and the bishops at this important moment. 
 

With my prayers and every kind wish. Yours devotedly in Christ,  
 

November—Month of the Holy Souls 

Mass for deceased parishioners November 2019—November 2020 will be the live-streamed Mass this Sunday at 4.30pm. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS First Sunday of Advent Year B 29th November 2020 
Saturday Private Prayer 11am Christine Latham, Thomas Meagher (a) 
Sunday   Private Prayer 11am George Robins (a), Charles Bright 
  4.30pm live-streamed Mass : Mass for Deceased Parishioners (Nov 2019-Nov 2020) 
Monday  Private Prayer 11am Tom & Peggy McGillen, Franje Feljan 
Tuesday  Private Prayer 11am Gerry Bree, Caroline Jones 
 

MOUNT CARMEL RE-OPENS FROM WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER FOR MASS 

Wednesday 11am Ints of Jamie Quigley, Joanna Loftus  
Thursday 11am Rose Grady   
Friday  11am Myrtle Wilson    
Saturday 11am Gerry Bree 
 

Second Sunday in Advent Year B 6th December 2020 
Saturday 5.00pm Eugenia & Jozef Czapran  
Sunday  8.15am Eileen & James Herlihy 9.45am (Polish) 11.15am Joel G Salcedo  
  4.30pm (Live-streamed) Mick Gavin (a) 6pm Ann Burke     
 

For the dead …  Your prayers are asked for Kathleen Vanstone Funeral Mass 11 am Monday 7th December,  
Mary Bak (Nee Bright) Funeral Mass 11am Friday 11th December. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful  
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen 
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NEWSLETTER 1944 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 29TH NOVEMBER 2020  

Readings Isaiah 63:16-17,64:1, 3-8 Psalm 79 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Gospel Mark 13:33-37 
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For the Sick …  

Your prayers are asked for Brian Dixon, Karen, Margaret Lynch, Mary Withers, Ken McArdle, Bernard Byrne, 
Jessica hindson, , Dymphna Moore, Caroline Holland 
 

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady     

This week the lamp burns for Ella’s Intentions 
Next week in loving memory of James McColgan & Rita Hughes (b’day a) 
 

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart 

This week the lamp burns for the intentions of the Hardcastle Family 
Next week for the repose of the soul of Mary Bak (Nee Bright)  

 

Saints for the Week … 

Monday  Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 
  (First century) St Andrew was born at Bethsaida and worked as a fisherman. He is called the Protokletos or ‘first called’, 
  for he was originally a disciple of St John the Baptist before following Christ and bringing with him his brother, St Peter. 
  After Pentecost he zealously preached the gospel and was crucified at Patras, Greece.  He is the patron of Scotland, where 
  his relics were formerly venerated at St Andrews.    

Tuesday  Feast of Saint Edmund Campion, Priest, Martyr 
  (1540-1581) St Edmund Campion was born in London and educated at Christ’s Hospital school. He was a brilliant student 
  at Oxford. Reconciled to the Catholic Church, he passed on to Douai and then to Rome where he joined the Jesuits. Next, he 
  worked in Bohemia, and finally for one year, on the English Mission. His extra-ordinary success caused him to be hunted 
  down relentlessly. He was martyred at Tyburn. 

Thursday Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
  (1506-1552) St Francis Zavier was born near Pamplona in what is now Spain and studied in Paris, where he became a 
  follower of Ignatius of Loyola. A Founding member of the Society of Jesus, he tirelessly brought the Gospel to India, Borneo, 
  Indonesia and Japan. He died of fever on Shangchuan Island in 1552 while travelling to China. He is now buried in Goa. 

Friday  Saint John Damascene, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
  St John Damascene was born in Damascus in the late 7th century. He was a monk and priest at the monastery of St Sabbas   
  in Jerusalem. He is remembered for defending the faith and for his devotion to Our Lady. He died  in 749. 

Saturday Feast of Saint Birinus 
  St Birinus was sent to England by Pope Honorius I, was ordained as a bishop and established his See at Dorchester-on-
  Thames. He died in 650. 

 

St Augustine’s Virtual Christmas Party for the Elderly 

St Augustine’s will be filming their Christmas Party in school so that the senior community can watch it on You Tube as sadly they 
cannot invite residents into the school at the moment. However, to make it a special occasion we would encourage you to dress 
up in your ‘Suits & Sparkles’ to engage in the festive spirit, there will be a quiz, a raffle and a visit from Santa and his Elves! 
If you would like to take part, please get in touch with Becky Hopkins-Edge on rhopkins-edge@sta.lourdesmac.org.uk giving your 
name & address and names of those in your household who would like to take part (they can manage a maximum of 30 house-
holds so it’s on a first come, first serve basis.  Santa & his elves will bring out to you a raffle ticket plus some Christmas goodies to 
enjoy with your family. When you watch the St Augustine’s Christmas Party on YouTube (they will send you the link on 16th Dec) 
you will be able to see if you have been successful in the raffle and if so, an Elf will deliver the prize to your house. 
 

Christmas Shoe Boxes—new collection date 5th—14th December 

The collection date for boxes this year is 5th—14th December. They can be taken to Christ Church, Matchborough. During this 
pandemic, an idea could be to do a box online using the following website: www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/occ  - simply choose 
which age and gender to pack for, select from a range of gifts, add a personalised note or photo, make your donation and this will 
be packed and sent for you. The children will really love to have these boxes this Christmas after a difficult year.  
 
 

Pray without ceasing Churches Together in Redditch Prayer Service for Climate Change 

You are invited to join them for a short service of prayer, reflection and action on climate justice with friends from around the 
world. World leaders should have been gathering in Glasgow for COP26, now postponed until November 2021; to mark the  
original date, and to reflect on our role for more ambitious climate action, we will gather from all over the world for a short  
service of prayer & reflection. To register visit www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/prayer-service-for-climate-justice-tickets-126525259457 
 

Would you like to receive your Newsletter via email? 
If you are housebound, or shielding and unable to go out, would you like to receive the Parish Newsletter via email?  If so, please 
contact the parish office either by email (office@mtcarmel.co.uk) or phone (01527 63096) and a copy will be emailed to you on a 
Friday afternoon. 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon Email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com 

St Thomas More Catholic First School   

Need to apply for a school place for your child? Start your child’s journey ‘Learning, loving and living together with 
Christ’ at St Thomas More First School. Take a look at their tour of Reception Class on their school website:  
https://www.stthomasmorefirst.com/reception-2021-intake/  First School (Reception) - if you have a child born between  
1st September 2016—31st August 2017 you need to apply for a place at a first school. Applications have to be made on line. 
Closing date 15th January 2021. Parents & Carers will be advised of the outcome on the National Offer Day on 16/04/21  

Walk with Me Booklets for Advent 
These are available from the side porches (they are  
individually wrapped) to take home with you.  
If you wish to leave a donation, please place in the  
Offertories Basket located in the side porches. 
Thank you. 
 

Mount Carmel Diaries 2021 
These are available from the parish office, £1 each 





 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


