OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL, REDDITCH
Beoley Road West, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 8LT (01527) 63096
Email: office@mtcarmel.co.uk

Website: www.ourladyofmountcarmel.co.uk

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish Clergy: Fr Anthony Rohan, Fr Jason Mahoney
Permanent Deacons: Revds Des Chilton & Peter Griffiths

NEWSLETTER 1909 FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 29TH MARCH 2020 YEAR A
Readings Ezekiel 37:12-14 Psalm 129 Romans 8:8-11 Gospel John 11:1-45

Reflection on today’s Gospel ……
The death and restoring to life of Lazarus is a prelude to the death and
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, fulfilling the promise
of the Book of Tobit, that “love is stronger than death.”

We can engage with this profound mystery by taking to heart
the words of a prayer from the Divine Office:
“Where true love is dwelling, God is dwelling there.
Love’s own loving Presence, Love does ever share.
Love of Christ has made us out of many one:
In our midst is dwelling love’s eternal Son.
Give him joyful welcome, love him and revere:
Cherish one another, with a love sincere.”
Let us pray for all in the Health Service who are working to allay the effects of Coronavirus.

The Rosary
The Fathers are saying the Rosary in Church each evening at 6pm, and invite anyone who would like to
join with them spiritually to do the same in their homes at the same time.
On Tuesday in particular they prayed for the 40 Days for Live.

Live Masses on line
Although you cannot physically attend church, the list of parishes that live stream Masses is growing.
Christ the King, Coventry's livestream, which is at https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/christ-the-kingchurch-coventry Mass every day at 9.30am, Stations of the Cross at 3pm and Rosary at 7pm. A full list
can be found on the diocesan website (www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/parishes-online ).
In addition, the website of the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales also contains a
information at https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-guidelines/.
This contains information and prayers. It also contains a link to various livestream Masses through the
day, which is at https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/. It will be a comfort to many to be able to
participate remotely in the Mass.
When watching the Mass on line, prepare a few minutes before in silence; stand, sit and kneel as normal,
if possible; and join in with the prayers. At Holy Communion time we are all asked to make a spiritual
Communion. At its heart this is simply a sincere prayer for Christ to enter more deeply into our hearts and
minds, followed by a time of stillness knowing he has answered our prayer. A particular prayer for this is:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament: body, blood, soul and divinity.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, please spiritually enter more deeply into my
heart and mind. I embrace You, trusting in your answer to my prayer, and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

A little historical information from Fr Jason ….. A priest up North told me in the last few days that this
situation is not unprecedented. St Charles Borromeo was forced to close the churches in Milan during the
plague epidemic there, the epidemic that also killed him. In 1919, Cardinal Vaughan also closed the
churches here as a result of the Spanish Flu epidemic. We know we are not alone.
Need some ideas on how to use your time?—visit https://youtu.be/8_VJhBBqE5Y where there are some
excellent suggestions on how to use our quarantine effectively by Bishop Barron

Mass Intentions
this week are for: (Saturday) Olga Antonowicz, Wm Sparkes, (Sunday) Intentions of the Heath Family,
Bronislawa & Wojciech Slobodzian, In Thanksgiving (CH), George & Frances Ryles, Anne Morton,
Weekdays Lilian Tierney, Conway Brewster (b’day a), Bridget Joseph & Paul Vemibillil (a), Fr Bob Wright,
Michael & Winifred Conboy, Fr Tom Hubbart, Paul Gallogley and Intentions of David Adams & Andrew
Purchase

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady

This week the lamp burns in loving memory of Paddy Joe & Bridie McInerney ….
Next week in loving memory of Thomas & Bridie Meagher

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart

This week the lamp burns in loving memory of Conway Brewster (Anniversary & Birthday
Anniversary) …. Next week for the People of the Parish

For the dead …

Your prayers are asked for Mary Court, Funeral Service Tuesday 7th April at 1.15pm at the Abbey
Chapel, Margaret Daly Funeral details not yet know. May their souls and the souls of the all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION

FOR

APRIL—FREEDOM FROM ADDICTION

We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied

Saints for the Week ...
Thursday Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit (1416-1507) St Francis of Paola initially joined the Franciscans but left to live
as a hermit in a cave by the sea near his birthplace, Paola in Calabria, in order to be more united with the crucified Christ. He
lived a life of prayer and mortification, and was soon joined by others who wished to devote their lives to prayer and penance.
He founded the Order of Minims (the least brethren). After being called to console King Loui XI on his death bed, St Francis
moved to France where he founded several Minim Houses.
Saturday Saint Isidore, Bishop, Doctor of the Church (560-636) St Isidore was born in Seville, Spain. He was Archbishop of Seville for 35 years and was well known in the fourth council of Toledo (633) for his leadership. He strengthened
Catholicism in Spain; he was admired for his preaching, his writings, and his miracles. His most extensive work (Etymologies)
was an encyclopaedia which continued to be used throughout the Middle Ages. He was declared a Doctor of the Church in
1722.

Collections/Donations
For those that wish to continue giving during this time cheques made out to Mount Carmel Church, GA
envelopes or Cash can be dropped into the Presbytery, the office or through the letterbox.
We thank you all for your continued support.

Baptisms & Marriages
Baptism Meetings will cease until further notice and all Baptisms have been cancelled until further notice.
If possible, Marriages should be deferred until such time that people can gather in numbers safely.
However, if this is not possible and only on the most pressing of circumstances, then those present for the
marriage should be restricted to the celebrant, bride & groom & immediate family and if necessary, the
legal Registrar. If you have any queries, please contact the parish office on 01527 63096.

St Vincent de Paul Society Parish Group If you wish to contact the SVP, please telephone 07531
818731 (the SVP phone) and leave a message with your contact details so we can return your call.

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon
Email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com

