
 

Reflection for the First Sunday of Advent ….. 

In Advent, the liturgy frequently repeats and assures us, as if to overcome our natural  

diffidence, that God ‘comes’: he comes to be with us in every situation of ours, he comes to 

dwell among us, to live with us and within us; he comes to fill the gaps that divide and  

separate us; he comes to reconcile us with him and with one another. He comes into human 

history to knock at the door of every man and every woman of goodwill, to bring to individuals, 

families and peoples the gifts of brotherhood, harmony and peace. This is why Advent is  

par excellence the season of hope in which believers in Christ are invited to remain in watchful and active waiting,  

nourished by prayer and by the effective commitment to love.        Pope Benedict XVI 
 

Excerpt from the Bishops’ Statement : Honouring Sunday 

The Sunday Eucharist is a gift; as God’s holy people we are called to praise and thank God in the most sublime way possible. 
When the Church speaks of the Sunday obligation, it reminds us that attending Mass is a personal response to the selfless 
offering of Christ’s love.  At this time, we recognise that for some people there may be certain factors which hinder attend-
ance at Sunday Mass. The pandemic is clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there is legitimate fear 
in gathering together. As your bishops, we recognise that these prevailing circumstances suggest that not everyone is yet in 
the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass. 
We now encourage all Catholics to look again at the patterns which they have formed in recent months with regard to going 
to Mass on Sundays. This would include consideration and reflection about what we might do on Sundays, such as sports or 
shopping, or other leisure and social activities. This review, and the decisions which arise from it, fall to every Catholic and 
we trust this will be done with honesty, motivated by a real love for the Lord whom we encounter in the Mass. 
If anyone would like a copy of the full ‘Statement’, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Further easing of Social Distancing ... 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2021  
Saturday        5pm Dec’d members of the Hardcastle & Evans Family  
Hadzor  5pm  Sandra Majka (Johnson Fund) 
Sunday  8.15am Elsie Hunt 9.45am (Polish) 11.15am People of the Parish 6pm Charles Bright (b’day a) (live-streamed) 

Feckenham 10.15am Eileen Maher (a) & Bridie O’Shea (a) 
Monday  9.30am Bronislawa & Wojciech Slobodzian 
STM School 9.10am Ints of Barry Clifford Jones 
Tuesday  9.30am Frankie Roberts (Porter) 
MC School 9.00 am Anne Curry 
Wednesday 9.30am Eileen Owens 

Thursday  9.30am Ken Griffiths 
  7pm Ella Slattery 
STA School 10am Alan Coombes 
Friday  9.30am Teresa Gregory 
  6pm Latin Mass John Lynch 
STB School 2pm Adoration & Blessing of Advent Wreath   
Saturday  9.30am Myrtle Wilson (a) 

  5pm In Thanksgiving (Hardcastle & Evans)  
Hadzor  5pm Mary Gilmore (b’day a) 
Prison Masses 9.30am/10.30am Mr & Mrs Connelly (Johnson Assoc) 

MASS INTENTIONS SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR C 5TH DECEMBER 2021  

Sunday  8.15am Kathleen Rush 9.45am (Polish) 11.15am Helen Sturdy 6pm Hugh & Joe McKenna (live-streamed)    

Feckenham 10.15 am People of the Parish 
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  NEWSLETTER 1992 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR C 28TH NOVEMBER 2021  

Readings Jeremiah 33:14-16 Psalm 24 1 Thessalonians3:12-4:2 Gospel Luke 21:25-28;34-36  

CONFESSION 
Saturdays 10am—11am  

or by appointment 

Due to the increasing numbers returning to Mass, with effect from this weekend the First Week of Advent, social distancing 
will be removed from Our Lady’s side of the church but will remain on the Sacred Heart side.  We hope that this will meet 
the needs of those who still wish to maintain social distancing at Mass while accommodating greater numbers and those 
who aren’t concerned about social distancing at Mass. Face masks and hand sanitising mitigation will remain. 
With ever increasing numbers attending Mass, we must remind everyone to please leave the church immediately 
after  receiving Holy Communion, please ‘do not’ block the way out. This is for the health and safety of everyone. 

The Advent edition of the Diocesan  
Magazine ‘The Sower’ is available from 
church this weekend—please take a copy 
home with you 



 

 

 

For the Dead … Your prayers are asked for Andy Chustecki Funeral Mass 1.30pm Tuesday 7 December, Edwina  
Campbell Funeral Service in Mount Carmel 11am Wednesday 8 December, Colin Miles Funeral Mass 12 noon Thursday 9 
December. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace . 
 

For the Sick … Your prayers are asked for Brian Dixon, Ken McArdle, Caroline & Bob Holland, Michael Russell, 
Francis Keaney, Gail Kavanagh, Christine Murray, Julia Hopkins, Eddie & Geraldine McGroarty, Margaret 
Geraghty, Mary Lynch, Desmond Ward, Pauline Clarke, Ashley Mooney, Baby Freddie  
 

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady              
This week in loving memory of Eileen Maher & Bridie O’Shea (Anniversaries) 
Next week for Ella’s Intentions    
Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart 

This week for Ella’s Intentions   Next week for the Intentions of Barry & Irene Jones 

Saints for the Week…                                                                         

Tuesday Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 
(First century) St Andrew was born at Bethsaida and worked as a fisherman. He is called the Protokletos or ‘first called’, for he was originally 
a disciple of St John the Baptist before following Christ and bring with him his brother, St Peter. After Pentecost he zealously preached the 
gospel and was crucified at Patras, Greece. He is the patron of Scotland, where his relics were formerly venerated at St Andrews. 
Wednesday Feast of Saint Edmund Campion, Priest, Martyr 
(1540-1581) St Edmund Campion was born in London and educated at Christ’s Hospital school. He was a brilliant student at Oxford.  
Reconciled to the Catholic Church, he passed on to Douai and then to Rome where he joined the Jesuits. Next, he worked in Bohemia, and  
finally for one year, on the English Mission. His extraordinary success caused him to be hunted down relentlessly. He was martyred at Tyburn. 

Friday  Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
(1506-1552) St Francis Xavier was born near Pamplona in what is now Spain and studied in Parish, where he became a follower of St Ignatius 
of Loyola. A founding member of the Society of Jesus, he tirelessly brought the Gospel to India, Borneo, Indonesia and Japan. He died of fever 
on Shangchuan Island in 1552 while travelling to China. He is now buried in Goa. 

Saturday Saint John Damascene, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
St John Damascene was born in Damascus in the late seventh century. He was a monk and priest a the monastery of St Sabbas in Jerusalem. 
He is remembered for defending the faith and for his devotion to Our Lady. He died in 749. 

 

 

Climate Change COP 26 
COP 26 is over and has been the cause of much disappointment. It failed to deliver on its two most 
important objectives: achieving a level of greenhouse gas reduction so that global temperatures 
would rise to no more than 1.5 degrees and the promise to provide financial help to developing  
countries in their efforts to adapt to climate change. There were some successes but much remains to be done. COP26 saw a massive outburst 
of committed Christians calling for bold decisions and climate justice for poor countries. Many, not just the Catholics, quoting Pope Francis’ plea 
to ‘heed the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.’ Quoting Quakers in Britain, ‘COP26 has delivered tiny steps forward when giant leaps are 
needed’. We, as a parish community, can and should take our own steps and the parish Laudato Si Group exists to help with this. If you would 
like to  help them or find out more please contact: Bob Mansell at bob.mansell@me.com, Susan Porter at ingeva@btinternet.com or Jim Quinn 
at jq1_@hotmail.com (telephone 01527 402500). 

Traidcraft for Christmas 
Every year the CAFOD Group provide a stall at each Mass Centre. Traidcraft, a Christian Cooperative, sells 
fairly traded goods from small scale producers in developing countries and their Christmas card proceeds 
support charities including CAFOD. Stalls this year will be at Hadzor on 4th December, Feckenham on 5th 
December and Mount Carmel on 11th/12th December. 
 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com 

Counters for next weekend (Please note the new numerical names of teams) 

Counters for next Sunday Team 1— Tim Craig, David Cruise, Laura Hailes, Lynn King 
Parish Diary for the week 
Monday 7pm Choir 
Wednesday 6pm FHC Class 
Thursday 7.30pm Journey in Faith 

St Augustine’s School Christmas visits to the elderly and housebound 
As St Augustine’s will not be able to have their Christmas Party for the elderly again this year, they are planning on doing a tour around to 
those people who request a visit in the minibus with a few carol singers and to deliver Christmas Cards and mince pies etc on the 15th and 
16th December. Could those who would like a visit please either email Allie Mason on amason@sta.magnificat.org.uk with your  
address and post code and which day you would like them to visit.  If you do not have email, you can telephone the parish office with the 
information and we can pass this information on to Allie Mason at the school. 

Vacancies at The Little Sisters of the Poor 

71 Queen’s Park Road, Harborne B32 2LB 
for experienced care assistant and full time  
temporary cook. 
For further details either by phone 0121 427 2486  
or email julie.knott@lsplondon.co.uk 

Available in church 
Parish Diaries 2022  £1 each 
Please put money in Votive Candles slot 
 

Available from the office 
Religious Calendars £1 each 
Religious Christmas Cards  

Pack of 10 £1.50, Box of 18 £3 

Christmas Tree Festival 
St Stephen’s Church 28 Nov-1 Jan 

Christmas Toy Appeal 
28 Nov-14 Dec Donate a new  
unwrapped toy or make a donation 
Toys can be taken to St Stephen’s during 
the Christmas Tree Festival up to 14th Dec. 

PLEASE NOTE : Mount Carmel 6pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass 

Link : www.eventcast.uk/live  (Please note  : type the link into the browser on your computer, do not use a search engine) 

Volunteers needed ….. 
The SVP are planning a Christmas 
Indoor Soup Kitchen on Saturday 
11 December in Birmingham. 
They require volunteers to cook 
turkey crowns and pork joints, also 
to make vegetarian sandwiches/
rolls etc. They would also like  
donations of NEW socks. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s Prayer for Right to Life 
We pray for the families and friends of pregnant women. That they would recognise their responsibility to care for the mother and child, and 
that they would shower them with love and support through the journey of pregnancy and beyond.   Lord hear us.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
Would you like to receive your Newsletter via email?   
If so, please contact the parish office either by phone (01527 63096) or by email: office@mtcarmel.co.uk                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 


