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NEWSLETTER 1948 FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 27TH DECEMBER 2020

Readings Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3 Psalm 104 Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19 Gospel Luke 2:22-40

Reflection for the Feast of the Holy Family …….

If we aspire to a deeper understanding of Jesus’ life and mission, we must
draw close to the mystery of the Holy Family of Nazareth to observe and
listen. Today’s liturgy offers us a providential opportunity to do so. For every
believer, and especially for Christian families, the humble dwelling place in
Nazareth is an authentic school of the Gospel. Here we admire, put into
practice, the divine plan to make the family an intimate community of life and
love; here we learn that every Christian family is called to be a small ‘domestic
church’ that must shine with the Gospel virtues. Recollection and prayer,
mutual understanding and respect, personal discipline and community
asceticism and a spirit of sacrifice, work and solidarity are typical features that
make the family of Nazareth a model for every home.
THANK

YOU

The clergy wish to thank you for your support through the past year, especially with the pandemic and all its restrictions.
Thank you also for your very kind Christmas Offerings given at a time when many are struggling financially. We hope you and
your families, in spite of everything, have all had a peaceful time over Christmas and wish you every blessing for the New Year.
This weekend there is a pastoral letter from Archbishop Bernard to be read at all Masses. Happy New Year everyone!

MASS INTENTIONS Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 27th December 2020
Saturday
Sunday

5.00pm Intentions of Jean Hardcastle
8.15am Gerry Bree 9.45am (Polish) 11.15am Elizabeth, Michael,
Seamus & John Sammin (a) 6pm Harry & Violet Nolan
4.30pm live-streamed Mass : Morton & Gordon Families
11am Joe Gavin (a)
11am Funeral Mass Patricia Jackson
11am Roehl Ribaya
11am Christine Burke

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
New Year’s Day
Friday
11am Jean Porter (b’day a)
Saturday
11am For all souls in purgatory esp. deceased members of FOSS

The following Mass Intentions will
be said privately by the clergy
during this coming week
Intentions of Helen,
Intentions of Mike,
Special Intention (Dempsey)
Victims of Abortion

Second Sunday after the Nativity 3rd January 2021
Saturday
Sunday

5.00pm Gerry Bree
8.15am Liam Boyd 9.45am (Polish) 11.15am Ints of Frances Quigley 6pm Ints of Mary McGoldrick
4.30pm Live-streamed Mass : People of the Parish

Mount Carmel Live Streamed Mass Sundays at 4.30pm
Every Sunday at 4.30pm Mass will be live-streamed in Mount Carmel Church—Church is closed for this Mass
Link : www.eventcast.uk/live (Please note : type the link into the browser on your computer, do not use a search engine)

For the dead … Your prayers are asked for Patricia Jackson Funeral Mass 11am Tuesday 29th December, Janet
Haddock Funeral Service 4.15pm Wednesday 30th December at the Abbey Chapel. Margie Schutte May their souls and
the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

For the Sick …
Your prayers are asked for Brian Dixon, Karen, Margaret Lynch, Mary Withers, Ken McArdle, Bernard Byrne,
Jessica hindson, , Dympna Moore, Caroline Holland

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady
This week the lamp burns for the McKenna & McIlroy
Family
Next week for the Brown & Dyhouse Family

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart
This week the lamp burns for the Butler & Quirk
Family
Next week in loving memory of Liam Boyd

Saints for the Week …
Monday

Feast of the Holy Innocents
The Church celebrates the memory of the small children of the neighbourhood of Bethlehem. They were put to death by
Herod, who was seeking to kill Jesus. These innocent victims bear witness to Christ to a world which would not receive him.

Tuesday

Feast of Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr
(1118-1170) St Thomas More was born in London. After studying in Paris, he first became Chancellor to the king and then
in 1162 was chosen to be Archbishop of Canterbury. He changed from being ‘a patron of play-actors and a follower of
hounds’, to being ‘a shepherd of souls’. He threw himself into the duties of his new office, defending the rights of the
Church against Henry II. This prompted the king to exile him to France for six years. After returning to his homeland, he
endured many trials and was murdered by agents of the king.

Thursday

Saint Sylvester I, Pope

Friday

Solemnity of the Mary, the Mother of God

(+335) St Sylvester ruled the Church during the reign of Constantine, when the Arian heresy and the Donatist schism had
provoked great discord. He convoked the Ecumenical Council of Nicea.

First Friday

Saturday

Saint Basil the Great and Saint Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors of the Church
(330-379) St Basil was a brilliant student born of a Christian family in Caesarea, Cappadocia (Turkey). For some years, he
followed the monastic way of life. He vigorously fought the Arian heresy. He became the bishop of Caesarea in 370. The
monks of the Eastern Church today still follow the monastic rules which he set down.
(330-390) St Gregory was also from Cappadocia. A friend of St Basil, he too followed the monastic way of life for some
years. He was ordained a priest and in 381 became bishop of Constantinople. It was during this period when the Arian
heresy was at its height. He was called ‘The Theologian’ because of his great learning and his talent for oratory.

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another,
open to all.

Would you like to receive your Newsletter via email?
If you are housebound, or shielding and unable to go out, would you like to receive the Parish Newsletter via email? If so, please
contact the parish office either by email (office@mtcarmel.co.uk) or phone (01527 63096) and a copy will be emailed to you on a
Friday afternoon.

‘Right to Life Prayer’ Intention for the week:
Having celebrated the birth of our saviour and today the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we pray for all
families across the world. We pray especially for all expecting parents who are worried about the practical means of supporting a
child, that they would find hope in the story of the Holy Family and their ability to overcome all obstacles.
Lord hear us.

Act now and ask your MP to oppose introducing assisted suicide
The assisted suicide lobby have launched a large campaign to put pressure on the Government to reconsider the legalisation of
assisted suicide. It is vital that it is clear to the Government that the public want them to continue to hold strong against this pressure from assisted suicide campaigners and reject their demands. ‘Right to Life UK’ have set up an easy to use tool which will enable you to email your MP asking them to make it clear to the Government that it should not give in to demands from the assisted
suicide lobby to reconsider the legalidsation of assisted suicide. It only takes 30 seconds to email your MP by visiting the link :
https://righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide

Guild of Saint Stephen Annual Mass of Thanksgiving
Altar Servers you are invited to be part of the celebration which will be livestreamed
on Saturday 6th March 2021 at 10am in St Chad’s Cathedral. Join in on line to renew
your promises with Bishop William Kenney. Send in a photo, holding your Guild Medal
to office@vocations.org.uk (By sending your photo, you consent to the Diocesan
Vocations Office using your image to create a montage photo (in place of the official
photo taken at the Annual Guild Mass)
Walk with Me Booklets & Parish Diaries 2021—£1
These are available from the side porches to take home with you. If
you wish to leave a donation, please place in the Offertory Baskets
located in the side porches. Thank you.
Diocesan Directories 2020
Now available from the Parish Office £4.50 each

Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon Email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com

