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NEWSLETTER 1913 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 26TH APRIL 2020 YEAR A
Readings Acts 2:14, 22-23 Psalm 15 1 Peter 1:17-21 Gospel Luke 24:13-35

Reflection …..
In the Gospel today, our Risen Lord enters into a conversation with two disciples on
the road to Emmaus. He asks them what matters they are discussing as they walk
along; and then listens to what they have to say.
The ability to listen is an important part of any conversation. Jesus is always ready to
listen to us.
Having listened to the two disciples, he responds: ‘was it not ordained that the
Christ should suffer, and so enter into his glory?’ Then starting with Moses and
going through all the Prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the
Scriptures that were about himself.
This illustration or teaching about the meaning of his life delighted the Apostles, who received hope, and it took away their
disappointment. At the breaking of the bread, it was only then that they fully understood and recognised Jesus.
This event is replicated for us in the Mass when we listen to his words and then bring our prayers to him; and he responds by
offering us Holy Communion with Himself in the actions of the Mass. The Risen Lord makes himself our travelling companion,
as we go on our way to rekindle the warmth of faith and hope in our hearts and so break the bread of eternal life.
The priests of the parish look forward to the time when we once again celebrate Mass with you in the church, but until such
time, we unite ourselves to him in spirit. He is the one who listens and understands our frustrations and will lead us into better
times ahead.
God bless and peace be with you.

Fr Tony & Fr Jason

Daily Rosary Prayer
Don’t forget to join the Fathers spiritually in their prayers each evening at 6pm til 7pm when they pray the Rosary for the
Parish, its people, living and dead, and its needs, remembering particularly those causes we support, especially the 40 Days for
Life, and also the charitable organisations active in the parish, such as Aid to the Church in Need, the Legion of Mary and not
least, the SVP, amongst others.

Mass Intentions
This week are for: Third Sunday of Easter Kevin Smyth, Gerard Porter (a), Holy Souls, Paul Galloghey, Violet Nolan
Monday Annie Smith Tuesday Rob Powell Wednesday Paulose (a) Thursday Kitty Fanning Friday Joy Varghese, Eileen Gavin
(month’s mind) Saturday Frank & Diane Curry, Fr Tom Hubbart, People of the Parish
Fourth Sunday of Easter Holy Souls, Galton Trust, Jane Powell, Seamus, John, Michael & Elizabeth Sammin, Fr Bob Wright

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady
This week the lamp burns for the repose of the soul of Jimmy Evans ….
Next week in loving memory of John Finnegan

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart
This week the lamp burns for the repose of the soul of Betty Herlihy ....
Next week for the repose of the soul of Martin Twomey

For the dead …
Your prayers are asked for Eileen Gavin Funeral 3.30pm Wednesday 29th April at the Abbey Chapel, Martin Twomey
Funeral 2pm Monday 4th May at the Graveside, Abbey Cemetery, Graham Toon Funeral 12.30pm Wednesday 6th May at
the Abbey Chapel, Betty Herlihy Funeral 12.30pm Thursday 7th May at the Abbey Chapel, Fr Antony Conlon,
Fr Bernard O’Connor, Fr Andrew Kenny, Bob Fish husband of Margaret (Feckenham), Edward Brady Funeral
details not yet known. Bishop Leo McCartie who died April 24th aged 94. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

For the Sick … Your prayers are asked for Gerry Bree, Caroline Holland and Family, Dorothy Adams, Anita in
hospital in Poland, 9 month old daughter of Monika

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY— For Deacons—we pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and
to the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire church.

Saints for the Week …
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday

Saint Peter Chanel, Priest, Martyr
(1803-1841) St Peter Chanel was born in France and died a martyr’s death on the island of Futuna,
Melanesia. He is called the apostle of Oceania where he spread the Gospel. He was a religious of the Society of
Mary (Marists).
Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort, Priest
St Louis was a French diocesan priest with a great devotion to the Virgin Mary; he was noted for his fervent
and enthusiastic preaching and apostolate. He founded an order of missionary priests, the company of Mary,
and an order of nuns, the Daughters of Wisdom. He is best known for his book ‘True Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary’, which like most of his writings was not properly published until the nineteenth century. St Louis
was canonised in 1947.
Feast of Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin, Doctor of the Church, Patron of Europe
(1347-1380) St Catherine was a responsible instrument for the return of Pope Gregory XI from Avignon to
Rome. In deed and in truth, she showed her love for God’s Church and the Roman Pontiff. With her short life
she gave us a lesson in courage: the courage of telling the truth for love of the Church and souls. Imprinted
with the sacred stigmata, she died in Rome at thirty-three years of age. She was proclaimed patroness of Italy
on 18th June 1939. In 1970, Blessed Pope Paul VI proclaimed her Doctor of the Church.
Saint Pius V, Pope
(1504-1572) Michael Ghislieri was of a poor though noble family. He was taken in by the Dominicans of
Voghera, where he received a good education and was trained in the way of solid austere piety. He was
ordained in 1528, and taught theology and philosophy for sixteen years,. He was elected Pope in 1566, and his
pontificate was one of the most glorious in the sixteenth century. He enforced the decrees of the Council of
Trent, published the Roman Catechism, and revised the Missal and Breviary.
Saint Joseph the Worker
First Friday
Saint Athanasius, Bishop, Doctor of the Church
(295-373) St Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Egypt, became the champion of the faith against Arianism at
the Council of Nicea. He suffered persecution and was exiled for seventeen years for resisting compromise in
essentials of the Faith. He wrote many works on apologetics.

Next Sunday is Vocations Sunday
‘Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the Lord came to meet us, perhaps even at a time when our boat was
being battered by the storm’
Pope Francis from his 2020 message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations
Although many events are uncertain at the moment, could I ask you to pray that we will be able to celebrate the ordination of
four new priests for the Archdiocese of Birmingham on Saturday 18th July. Please keep Clive Dytor, Sean Gough, Benedict Skipper
and Alex Taylor in your prayers.
Fr Michael Dolman, Vocations Director

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament: body, blood, soul and divinity. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, please spiritually
enter more deeply into my heart and mind. I embrace You, trusting in your answer to my prayer, and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
This Act of Spiritual Communion can also be used at other times during your prayers, to join with Christ spiritually as we
normally would physically and spiritually each Sunday.

An Act of Contrition
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you whom
I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to
sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.

News from the Diocese ….
Supporting Your Parish
Many have asked how you can continue giving to your parish during the pandemic. Parishes and charities still greatly need your
support, even more so without their weekly congregations and visitors. We do though recognise that many parishioners may be
struggling financially, and there is no expectation to give where you are unable to do so.
If you wish to donate visit the home page on the diocesan website - www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk where there is a DONATE
button. You can donate via Standing Order or single donation - donations can also be gift aided.
Follow the Archdiocese on online
If you are on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram you can follow the Archdiocese to catch up on events, shared news and information.
Series of Special Masses
There is a series of special Thursday evening Masses for the sick, their families, NHS staff, and those working in Social Care which
began last Thursday 23rd April at Westminster Cathedral—visit their website for more details.

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon Email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com

