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NEWSLETTER 1916 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 17TH MAY 2020 YEAR A
Readings Acts 8:5-8 Psalm 65 1 Peter 3:15-18 Gospel John 14:15-21

Reflection …..

“To know that he is close by”

These words of St. John Henry Newman were engraved in stone underneath
the tabernacle at Our Lady of the Assumption Church, Maryvale, to which I was
appointed as deacon in 1975. The words express well the significance of the
reservation of the Blessed Sacrament in all our churches. They remind us of
the abiding presence of Our Lord and help us to reverence “the Lord Jesus in
our hearts” as spoken by St. Peter in today’s second reading.
Jesus’ teaching is to love God with all our hearts and our neighbour as ourselves.
Prayer is a matter of finding time for God. St. Teresa of Avila summed up the benefit of prayer:
“Let nothing disturb you. Let nothing frighten you. All things pass away: God never changes. Patience obtains all things.
He who has God finds he lacks nothing. God alone suffices.”
We also remember the words of Jesus, “Whatever you do for the least of my little ones, you do unto me” (Mt 25,40).
A prayer reflection sums it up:
“I expect to pass through this world but once: any good therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show to my fellowcreature, let me do it now; let the me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.
Peace be with you.

Father Tony & Father Jason.

This Sunday is the International Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians
The International Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians—organised by Oeuvre d’Orient in Paris—takes place this Sunday with the
participation of Christians from all over Europe, the Middle East, North Africa, the Horn of Africa and India. This day is held on
the Sixth Sunday of Easter as, Sunday after Sunday during the Easter celebrations, we hear the Acts of the Apostles which
witness to the first preaching of the Gospel. These readings remind us of the origin of the Eastern Churches and the history of
the first Eastern Christians. Nowadays, many of these Eastern Christians are oppressed and persecuted, and struggle to survive
and to pass on our faith to their children, in their own lands where Christianity was born and first spread.
We are invited to say the following prayer on Sunday for the intentions of Eastern Christians …
Heavenly Father, we pray today for peace in the world, especially in the Middle East. By your heavenly grace, strengthen the
faith and hope of Eastern Christians. May they be blessed with peace and prosperity in their lands. And may we be inspired by
their devotion and witness to the Gospel, by their love and compassion for all in their communities, and by their courage,
their endurance and self sacrifice against oppression. Through their charity, tolerance and friendship, bring peace and
reconciliation to those troubled lands, where Christianity was born and first spread. Through Christ our Lord. Amen

Mass Intentions
This week are for: Sixth Sunday of Easter Nora (a) & Eddie O’Hara, People of the Parish, Bob Fish, Fr Bob Wright, Harry Nolan
Monday Lilian Tierney Tuesday Mary Payne, Fr Bob Wright Wednesday John O,Shea Thursday Hetty & Giovanni Facchetti,
Eileen Gavin Friday Thomas Glennon Saturday Patsi Kelly, Bronislaw & Marianna Kloe, Patrick Cunningham
Seventh Sunday of Easter Mick Gavin, Galton Trust, Holy Souls, Frank Curry, People of the Parish

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady
This week the lamp burns for the repose of the soul of Pam Lewis ….
Next week for the repose of the soul of Frank Ginty

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart
This week the lamp burns for the Intentions of all NHS Staff & Keyworkers ....
Next week for the Intentions of Karen (recovery)

For the dead …
Your prayers are asked for Frank Ginty, brother of a parishioner, Fr Timothy Burke
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

For the Sick …
Your prayers are asked for Gerry Bree, Caroline Holland and Family, Brian Dixon, Anita in hospital in Poland, 9
month old daughter of Monika, Carol Smith, Karen, Margaret Lynch Alvechurch parishioner

Daily Rosary Prayer
Don’t forget to join the Fathers spiritually in their prayers each evening at 6pm til 7pm when they pray the Rosary for the Parish,
its people, living and dead, and its needs, remembering particularly those causes we support.

Virtual Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Submit your Hail Mary
Although we cannot join together in Lourdes this year, we can join in a spiritual pilgrimage to the
Sanctuary and we ask you to form part of the Marian Procession.
As part of a daily liturgy programme, we will have a virtual procession every evening and invite you
to add your voice to the prayers. We ask for a Hail Mary, Glory be to the Father—in three separate videos.
To find out how to join and keep an eye out for the developing online programme, visit the
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage page
The virtual pilgrimage will start with a Mass next Sunday 24 May at 3pm, celebrated by Archbishop Bernard
Longley from St Chads Cathedral

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY— For Deacons—we pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and to
the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire church.

Saints for the Week …
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saint John I, Pope, Martyr
(+526) He was elected Pope in 523. The Arian King, Theodoric, sent him as his ambassador to Emperor Justin
in Constantinople. On his return, he was captured by the King, who was displeased at the outcome of the
embassy, and cast him into prison at Ravenna here he died a few days later.
Saint Dunstan, Bishop
(909-988) St Dunstan belonged to a noble family and served as abbot of Glastonbury (Somerset) and Bishop of
Worcester and London and, finally Archbishop of Canterbury. He was zealous in building churches, promoting
monastic life and restoring ecclesiastical discipline. He was buried at Canterbury Cathedral.
Saint Bernadine of Siena, Priest, Religious, Missionary
(1380-1444) St Bernadine was born in the Republic of Siena (Italy). He entered the Franciscan Order and
preached the name of Jesus to the people of Italy with great fervour. He won the conversion of many souls. He
died during a preaching tour at Aquila, where he was buried.
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord
Holyday of Obligation
Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious
(1381-1457) St Rita of Cascia was born near Spoleto and, despite wanting to enter religious life, spent nearly
twenty-two years in a difficult marriage. After the death of her husband and two sons, she joined the
Augustinian House in Cascia, Umbria. She is known as the ‘saint of the impossible’.

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament: body, blood, soul and divinity. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, please spiritually enter more deeply into my heart and mind. I embrace You, trusting in your answer to my prayer, and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

An Act of Contrition
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you whom
I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to
sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.

News from the Diocese …. Supporting Your Parish ...
Many have asked how you can continue giving to your parish during the pandemic. Parishes and charities still greatly need your
support, even more so without their weekly congregations and visitors. We do though recognise that many parishioners may be
struggling financially, and there is no expectation to give where you are unable to do so.
If you wish to donate visit the home page on the diocesan website www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk where there is a DONATE button. You can
donate via Standing Order or single donation - donations can also be gift aided.

Collections and Donations
If you prefer not to use the above method, cheques made out to Mount Carmel Church,
GA envelopes or Cash can be dropped into the Presbytery, the Parish Office or through
the letterbox. We thank you all for your
This Thursday 21st May
continued support.

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives are
Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon
Email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord
Holyday of Obligation
Visit the Diocesan website for churches who
live-stream Masses

