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OF THE LORD

Happy Easter Everyone!!
Reflection for the Resurrection of the Lord…
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the affirmation of the priority of love and life over the strategies
of the class struggle and the development of an envy-oriented consciousness, which is nothing but
a strategy of death. Jesus Christ died, not ‘’against’ anyone, but ‘for’ all. His blood does not call for
more blood but for reconciliation and love, for an end to enmity and hatred. His Resurrection is the
personified truth of the statement: love is stronger than death.
Consequently it does not matter, ultimately who was historically guilty of the death of Jesus. Christendom has always known
that this is not an issue, for the blood of Jesus Christ, as the Letter to the Hebrews says (12:24), speaks, namely, of forgiveness,
reconciliation and love.
Hence John Paul II, in his encyclical The Redeemer of Man, has insisted that the Church has no other weapons but those of the
Word and of love. So she cannot cease urging ‘Do not kill.’ This is the challenge Easter sets before us. It also says: Do not become manipulators of power but servants of love in faith in the Risen One.

Fr Tony & Fr Jason
Daily Rosary Prayer
During this time of lockdown, the Fathers pray the Rosary at 6pm each evening and pray till 7pm for the Parish, its people, living and dead, and its needs, remembering particularly those causes we support, especially the 40 Days for Life, and also the
charitable organisations active in the parish, such as Aid to the Church in Need, the Legion of Mary and not least, the SVP,
amongst others. It has been a source of great encouragement and solace to now that so many parishioners have been joining
us spiritually in our prayers. Even if you are unable to pray a Rosary, do join us in prayer at this time, even if for only a few
minutes, by doing so we join with the soul of the Parish.

Easter Sunday …..
May the Risen Lord be with us all. May the peace, joy and hope that only his resurrection can give, be with us, our families and
loved ones, and all struggling with corona virus and the fear it has set off.
The last three days have called us along a painful but life-giving path. Maundy Thursday asks us to face our fears, as the Lord
faced his in his agony in the garden. Being God didn't protect him from the sheer horror of torture and crucifixion. If you have
seen the scourging in The Passion of the Christ - think how you would be feeling the night before you knew that was going to
happen to you.
Coronavirus has caused fears in us and uncovered many more. If we are willing to reflect, it asks us about our response to fear what or who we turn to when 'certainties' fall away. It teaches us something about the depth of our faith. Not our immediate
emotional reaction - that is part of our instinctive make-up - but how true faith in Christ permeates our fear and transforms it.
But let's be realistic! Courage isn't a macho defiance of fear. Primarily, it is an acknowledgment of my fear and a willingness to
still go on. "My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass me by; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will: your will be done."
Then there is the real suffering of Good Friday. Those who are actually suffering from the virus, or any other affliction, and
those whose loved ones are, are sharing in a very real way in Christ's Cross. As are those suffering because of the lockdown,
particularly if that leaves them vulnerable. Real physical suffering dis-integrates us like nothing else - alienating us from God,
others and even ourselves. We enter into Christ's harrowing cry, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" If we let it, it
also enters us into the Psalm that begins with that line (Psalm 22 (21)).
After the horror of the Cross, Holy Saturday invites us into silence. "Be still and know that I am God." Silence is hard. It strips us
of masks, filters and safety nets. And in it we encounter being: persons not actions. If we persevere in it we come to know that
psalm verse in its entirety, "Be still and know that I am God: supreme among the
nations, supreme upon the earth."
Jesus taught us at great length. Even at the Last Supper, John records over four chapters of teaching. And it giving and true.
However, it is only through this journey of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday that the teaching truly enters our
being and we come to know God. Our fear probably won't disappear; our sufferings are still real; we will still find silence
difficult - but we will know God a little bit more deeply in mind and heart and being.

To know God is to see him as he really is. You are being deprived of physically participating in the Mass at the moment - to miss
the Triduum like this is so hard. Yet few saw the actual Crucifixion and we don't know of anyone present at the Resurrection. This
Holy Week has been an invitation to exchange that physical experience for deeper solidarity with the Lord in his Passion, to come
to a deeper seeing. When the disciples saw Christ on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, while they were fishing, it was as though
nothing had changed physically from their first encounter with him. In truth, everything had changed - because they saw him as
their Risen Lord. Instead of asking Jesus to leave because 'I am a sinful man', the denier Peter ran towards him. And found forgiveness in the one whom he knew he loved. This day know God; know the Risen Jesus; know you are loved and forgiven—and
the peace, joy and hope of Easter will be yours. While everyone else will think you look just the same.
The above is a priest's reflection that we thought you might like .

Mass Intentions
This week are for: Easter Sunday Tommie Quigley, May Henry, Intentions of Maura Mulchay, George, Valerie,
Paddy & Peter Higgins, Teresa Gavin (NB Not Eileen’s sister) Easter Monday Paila, Easter Tuesday Fr Bob Wright,
Marjorie McElroy, Wednesday Agnes & James McColgan (a) Thursday Deacon Doug Taylor (b’day a), Friday Lilian
Tierney, (7pm) Intentions of the Skett Family
Divine Mercy Sunday People of the Parish, Deacon Peter Reeves, Liam Boyd, Christopher Bentley, Christine McNamara
The clergy will be celebrating the Feast of the Divine Mercy at 3pm

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady
This week the lamp burns in loving memory of Eileen Gavin ….
Next week for the People of the Parish

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart
This week the lamp for All the Key workers out there helping to get us through this Pandemic...
Next week for the repose of the soul of Margaret Daly

For the dead …
Your prayers are asked for Mary Court, Funeral Tuesday 7th April at 1.15pm at the Abbey Chapel, Margaret Daly Funeral
Thursday 16th April at the Abbey Chapel, Eileen Gavin Funeral details not yet known, John Willis Funeral Wednesday 22nd
April at 1.15pm at the Abbey Chapel, Fr Timothy Burke, priest of the diocese. May their souls and the souls of the faithful
departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

For the Sick … Your prayers are asked for Gerry Bree, Caroline Holland and Family, Dorothy Adams
Ceremonies at St Chad’s Cathedral
For those with Internet access, Archbishop Bernard will celebrating the Easter Triduum and the Easter Monday Men’s Mass at the
Cathedral. The live-stream of Masses from St Chad’s Cathedral is found at:
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-chads-cathedral-birmingham

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament: body, blood, soul and divinity.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, please spiritually enter more deeply into my heart and mind. I embrace You, trusting in your answer to my prayer,
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

This Act of Spiritual Communion can also be used at other times during your prayers, to join with Christ spiritually as we
normally would physically and spiritually each Sunday.
An Act of Contrition
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you whom
I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to
sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.

EASTER OFFERINGS TO THE CLERGY
As many of you will know a considerable amount of a priest’s income comes from the Christmas & Easter offerings upon which
they rely heavily. This year with the churches being closed, the Easter Offerings cannot be taken. If you would, therefore, like to
make your Easter Offering to the clergy, you can do so by putting it in an envelope marked ‘Easter Offerings’ and pop it through
the Parish Office letterbox.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL—FREEDOM FROM ADDICTION
We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives are Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon
Email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com

