
Reflection  ….. 
 

Today’s Gospel begins with words of encouragement, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still and trust in me. There are many rooms in my Father’s house.’ 
It is a gospel used frequently at the reception of the body into church overnight of  
someone who has died. 
 

Over the past few months, we have heard news of those who have died of Coronavirus. 
Also, last Friday we celebrated V.E. Day that recalls the end of the Second World War. 
Later in the year, we will also commemorate V.J. Day, which ended the conflict in the 
East.  
 

We pray for all who have died in whatever circumstances and also for those who mourn 
loved ones.  
 

I will conclude with a prayer meditation inspired by today’s Gospel.  
 

We seem to give them back to You, O God, who gave them to us. Yet, as you did not lose them in giving, so do we not lose them 
by their return. Not as the world gives, do you give, O Lover of Souls. What you give, you do not take away, for what is yours is 
ours also if we are Yours. And life is eternal and love is immortal, and death is only an horizon, and an horizon is nothing 
save the limit of our sight. Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see more clearly; draw us closer to Yourself that we may 
know ourselves to be nearer to our loved ones who are with You. And while you prepare a place for us, prepare us also for 
that happy place, that where You are, we may be also for evermore. Amen. 
 

Daily Rosary Prayer 
Don’t forget to join the Fathers spiritually in their prayers each evening at 6pm til 7pm when they pray the Rosary for the  
Parish, its people, living and dead, and its needs, remembering particularly those causes we support.    
 

Mass Intentions 

This week are for: Fifth Sunday of Easter Lady Jeanne Hunt, People of the Parish, Intentions of Fr Jason, John Finnegan, Tom 
Donnelly (a) & John Donnelly  Monday Martin Twomey Tuesday Fr Bob Wright, Lilian Tierney Wednesday Galton Trust  
Thursday Betty Herlihy, Pam Lewis Friday Rosamma George (a) Saturday George Joseph (a), John Morrissey (a),   
Sixth Sunday of Easter Nora (a) & Eddie O’Hara, People of the Parish, Bob Fish, Fr Bob Wright, Harry Nolan  
 

Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady      

This week the lamp burns in loving memory of  Liz Munnerley (Anniversary)  ….   
Next week for the repose of the soul of  Pam Lewis  
 

Lamp at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart 

This week the lamp burns for the Intentions of all GCSE Students .... 
Next week for the Intentions of all NHS Staff and Keyworkers 
 

For the dead … 

Your prayers are asked for Edward Brady Funeral 11am Monday 11th May at the Abbey Chapel,  Pam Lewis Funeral 
2.45pm Tuesday 12th May at the Abbey Chapel, Freda Burke Funeral 3pm Wednesday 13th May at the Graveside, Kings 
Norton Cemetery, Helen McCabe  Graveside Service at Hadzor Wednesday 13th May at 2.30pm, Dorothy Adams,  
Fr David Duggan May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
 

For the Sick … Your prayers are asked for Gerry Bree, Caroline Holland and Family,  Brian Dixon, Anita in 
hospital in Poland, 9 month old daughter of Monika   
 

CAFOD CORONSVIRUS EMERGENCY APPEAL 
CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30 April. The effects of coronavirus on developing countries where 
CAFOD works are likely to be devastating. Families without enough to eat and without access to clean water and healthcare are 
particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. The poorest and most marginalised communities will be pushed further into poverty. 
Your prayers and gifts are needed now more than ever to help protect the lives of those in poor communities. While we are 
not able to hold physical collections in our church, you can donate as individuals at cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal 
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Virtual Pilgrimage to Lourdes  

Submit your Hail Mary 

Although we cannot join together in Lourdes this year, we can join in a spiritual pilgrimage to the 
Sanctuary and we ask you to form part of the Marian Procession.  
 

As part of a daily liturgy programme, we will have a virtual procession every evening and invite you  
to add your voice to the prayers.  We ask for a Hail Mary, Glory be to the Father—in three separate 
videos.   
 

To find out how to join and keep an eye out for the developing online programme, visit the  
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage page 
 

The virtual pilgrimage will start with a Mass on Sunday 24 May st 3pm, celebrated by Archbishop Bernard Longley from  
St Chads Cathedral 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY— For Deacons—we pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and to 

the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire church. 
 

Saints for the Week … 

Tuesday  Saints Nereus & Achilleus, Martyrs or of Saint Pancras, Martyr 
  Saints Nereus and Achilleus were Roman soldiers during the reign of Diocletian. They embraced the true faith. 
  As a result they were martyred. 
  (+304) Hardly fourteen years old, St Pancreas was martyred during the reign of Diocletian. According to  
  tradition he preferred rather to die than renounce his faith in Christ. He was buried on the Via Aurelia where 
  Pope Symmachus built a basilica over his tomb. 
Wednesday Our Lady of Fatima 
  The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to three shepherd children at Fatima (Portugal) on the thirteenth day foor 
  six consecutive months in 1917.  She brought a message of peace and reparation for sin, encouraging devotion 
  to her Immaculate Heart and the recitation of the Holy Rosary. 
Thursday Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle  
   (+64) After the Ascension of Our Lord, St Peter proposed that the disciples select an apostle in the place of 
  Judas. They chose Matthias, who joined the eleven apostles. He worked for the faith in Palestine, and later was 
  stoned to death 
 

Prayer for Vocations 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the witness and ministry of the bishops, priests, deacons and consecrated men and women in 
the Archdiocese of Birmingham. Continue to send labourers into your harvest. Inspire the hearts of your people to answer your 
call to the priesthood, the diaconate and to the religious life. Bless our families with a spirit of generosity and may those you 
call have the courage to give themselves to your Church in faith. Send your Holy Spirit upon me to guide me in my own vocation. 
Brighten my mind to show me what you want of me, fill my heart with the determination to answer your call in faith, hope and 
love. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament: body, blood, soul and divinity. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, please spiritually en-
ter more deeply into my heart and mind. I embrace You, trusting in your answer to my prayer, and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

An Act of Contrition 
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you whom 

I should love above all things.  I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to 

sin.  Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 

News from the Diocese …. 
 

Supporting Your Parish 

Many have asked how you can continue giving to your parish during the pandemic.  Parishes and charities still greatly need your 
support, even more so without their weekly congregations and visitors. We do though recognise that many parishioners may be 
struggling financially, and there is no expectation to give where you are  
unable to do so.  
 

If you wish to donate visit the home page on the diocesan website - 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk  where there is a DONATE button.  You can  
donate via Standing Order or single donation - donations can also be gift aided 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives are  

Mrs Jane Craig & Mrs Linda Gordon  

Email:safeguardingOLMC@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

 
 


